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‘INDEPENDENT, FEARLESS AND FREFE’

DAWN'’S DELITO CLOSE JULY 15*

By Carla Nordstrom

On a recent Tuesday, high school seniors and juniors
arrived at Dawn’s Deli for their regular lunchtime visit.
Dawn was leaving for a trip, so she joined them with an
ice cream cake to mark a special occasion: Dawn’s Deli
will be closing on July 18" and this was her last lunch with
students from Franklin Central School.

Dawn Ritz opened Dawn’s Deli in September of 2003.
Her goal was to keep the store aslong as it took that year’s
kindergarteners to graduate from high school.

“I'm one year short,” she said. The kindergarteners
from 2003 are now juniors in high school.

Dawn’s Deli has always been a hub for the Franklin
community. A group of regulars gather for coffee most

See DELI, continued on Page 5

THE ROAD TO

The building housing Dawn’s Deli shown in 1945 painting by artist L. Parks

---.AND THEN
THERE WAS ONE

By Brian Brock

Not so long ago, Frank-
lin was slated for five major
infrastructure projects: two
pipelines, two powerlines,
and one roundabout. They
have fallen one-by-one
until only the roundabout
project remains.

Powerlines:
Both powerlines would
have brought electric-

ity from upstate to a refur-
bished Fraser substation
and then downstate: from
the north, the Edic to Fraser
line (Marcy South II) and
from the west, the Oakdale
to Fraser line. Both projects
were proposed to meet

Governor Cuomo’s chal-
lenge to increase supply
downstate by thousands
of megawatts, his Energy
Highway, in part to offset
the loss from the anticipat-
ed closure of Indian Point
[Nuclear] Energy Center.
New York State Public
Service Commission has
jurisdiction over intrastate
energy infrastructure. Its
technical staff reviewed
several proposals for this
Energy Highway and de-
cided that the effects of
these two projects would
be wunacceptably large.
Otsego 2000 contributed a
detailed critique. Last De-
cember, the PSC affirmed
See ONE, cont.on Page 17

ALL FRANKLIN BUSINESSES

The Greater Franklin
Chamber of Commerce
invites you to its annual meeting
and pot-luck pichic

PLEASE JOIN US ON
Saturday, July 16th, 5 t0 9 p.m.
at
Babcock’s Blueberry Barn
R.S.V.P.

PO Box 814, Franklin NY 13775
607-386-1369 or franklinny.org

By Stuart Anderson

Astute and tireless
readers who foraged all
the way to page nine of
the NFR’s spring issue en-
countered a brief expla-
nation of New York State
government’s current vi-
sion for our energy future:
an electrical system based
on distributed generation,
a greatly expanded use of
renewable energy resourc-
es, and reorganization of
the statewide grid into a
patchwork of microgrids.
Each of these is capable of
providing at least essential
services without import-
ing power from other geo-
graphic areas.

If this sounds technical

and complicated to you,
you're right. The enormity
of the undertaking swells
even more when the Gov-
ernor’s new clean energy
mandates are considered.
Not only are we to rebuild
a vast electrical infrastruc-
ture, but we’re to achieve
our first hurdle - fifty per-
cent renewable energy
generation - in only four-
teen years. The changes
envisioned for the next de-
cade and a half will be dra-
matic, both in the hearing
rooms and chambers of Al-
bany, as Captains of Indus-
try battle Captains of State,
and right here at the grass
roots level as well.

The plan for getting us

See GRIDS, cont. on Page 11

INSIDE

THIS ISSUE...

REGULAR FEATURES:
Neighbor’s View Pg. 2
The Mayor’s Corner Pg. 3

Pet Talk Pg. 7
In the Kitchen Pg. 5
Murder at the FM Pg.18
Real Estate Sales Pg.20
FRANKLIN LOCAL:

Cell Improvements Pg. 2
FSC & Community Pg. 3
Future for CFF Pg. 3
Moving to Treadwell Pg. 4
Organics vs. Cancer Pg. 8
Town Board Voting Pg.19
FOCUS ON ENERGY:
Felling Follies Pg. 9

Solar Tax Exemption Pg. 9
Pipes and Power Pg.10
We Have No Choice Pg.10

LOCAL ARTS:

Jim Mullen Reviews Pg.12
Poet’s Choice Pg.12
New at the Library Pg.12
Music Here at Home Pg.12
Upstate Arts Pg.13
Artist Profile Pg.13



Page 2

The New Franklin Register

Summer 2016

Vour Neighbors View...

Hard not to notice that it’s election season
again. Everywhere, we are constantly bom-
barded with commentary - what the candidates
say, why they said it, and what it means for No-
vember. Across the country, people debate the
presidential candidates’ merits, sure that only
theirs will make life better in America, con-
vinced that a person running for president can
be the vehicle for change.

The factis, they can’t. Not on their own. Most
important change does not come from the top.

Of course your national vote is important.
The president and the federal government
have immense power when it comes to things
like foreign policy and the economy. But, based
on pure statistics, your vote for a congressper-
son or presidential candidate is far less impor-
tant than a vote for school board members, or
town supervisors, or any of the many other less
glamorous but important jobs. Local officials
can enact policies with far more relevance to
your everyday life than most laws passed in
Washington ever have.

Change does not stem from politicians - it
stems from concerned communities uniting
and fighting to achieve something. Any sort of
real change - be it reform or revolution - must
stem from grassroots organizations. That is sim-
ply the efficient way to change the world. If this
campaign season has taught us anything, it is
that grassroots organizations made up of every-

day people can be rapidly mobilized to sup-
port a candidate. Bernie Sanders and Donald
Trump, like them or not, have shown that a great
number of people are eager to make and can
make a difference in the political process.

The anti-fracking and anti-pipeline move-
ments active in this area over the past few years
are wonderful examples of the power of citizen-
organized movements. Through hard-fought ef-
fort,a movement was created which put enough
pressure on the state government first to ban
fracking, and then to stop the pipeline.

Butlocalliberal and progressive movements
are not the only ones that should be applauded.
Whatever your political affiliations, small, or-
ganized networks of people fighting for some-
thing they believe in should be respected, no
matter what ideas they are fighting for. Whether
you agree with someone’s ideas or not, our First
Amendment right to free expression belongs to
every American.

The idea that societal change comes from
the bottom is not a new one. In fact, in a demo-
cratic society, change should always come from
the bottom. Any country ‘for the people’ should
be, in some real way, run by them. The govern-
ment must be beholden to the people, not the
other way around. A group of active and com-
mitted people can and have changed the world,
time and time again. From activism in the 1960s
and 1970s around Vietnam and the Civil Rights

Staff Report

town garages.

REAL CHANGE COMES FROM THE BOTTOM
By Felix Bridel

Movement, to many more recent displays of
solidarity with minorities and fringe groups,
movements have pushed politicians to enact
progressive reforms and new laws.

Politicians need a push when it comes to
new laws and regulations. Pressuring them is a
fundamental feature of democracy. The way to
fight for progress is to hold them accountable.
Landmark laws and decisions like the Civil
Rights Act and Obergefell v. Hodges had to be
pushed for, fought for, to achieve the change
people desired.

But it is important to not get caught up in the
Big Picture, when the small is also so important.
Who would have guessed how much change
one woman who stayed seated on a bus could
bring about? All movements must start some-
where, and most start small.

Local elections are important in their own
right, but also because a local movement can
be the seed of a larger one. Small meetings, de-
bates, agreements, letter-writing, petition sign-
ing - this is what democracy looks like. If we
want to make changes, we have to unite as com-
munities and organizations and fight for those
changes. We cannot expect anyone to do our
work for us.

Felix Bridel is a sophomore at Franklin Central
School. He is interested in political science and eco-
nomics, along with literature and the natural sciences.

FRANKLIN TO JOIN THE 21+t CENTURY?

An added Highway 16. No word yet

-

FRANKLIN

FARMERS’ MARKET
SUNDAYS from 10am to 2pm

Memorial Day thru Columbus Day Weekend
Chapel Hall in the village of Franklin

Sponsored by Rich’s Auto Body & the Franklin Chamber of Commerce

“Working Tractor in Summer Field,” 16” x 12” gouache, 2014 / by Lisbeth Firmin

SUMMER AT

Franklin is catching-up
with the communications
revolution, but slowly.

Several businesses in
the village now provide
Wi-Fi for their patrons.
This modern convenience
is available at: Franklin
Railroad and Community
Museum, Tulip and Rose
Café, Gone Local Mar-
ket, Franklin Free Library,
Franklin Guest House, Wise
Guys Pizza, and in season,
at Franklin Stage Compa-
ny. Each is protected by a
password, which is avail-
able for the asking.

Cellphone service for
Verizon subscribers is
coming to fill the gap along
the central stretch of State
Highway 357, which in-
cludes the Village of Frank-
lin. Service for ATT sub-
scribers has been available
there since the cell tower
was erected next to the

benefit is that rent on this
tower, which is paid by the
owner Crown Castle, will
double to $35,000 per year.
No word yet as to when this
coverage from Verizon will
be available. Unfortunate-
ly, service from either pro-
vider will still be lacking
along the county highways
14, 16, and 21, including in
the hamlet of Treadwell —
fully two-thirds of our town.

Frontier Communica-
tions Corporation is bring-
ing in high-speed internet
service, placing poles and
installing boxes along lo-
cal roads and stringing fi-
ber optic cable. They have
been working from south-
west to northeast along
the route of the Catskill/
Susquehanna Turnpike and
roads branching off it: Sher-
man Hill, Merrickville, East
Handsome Brook, County
Highway 14, Blue School,
Case Hill, and County

as to when the network will
be operational and homes
can be connected.

There are too many
Franklin businesses with
websites to list here. Those
belonging to the Greater
Franklin Chamber of Com-
merce can be found on the
chamber website: frank-
linny.org. But once again,
our town council is a mere
spectator to progress. Of
Delaware County’s nine-
teen towns, Franklin is
one of only five lacking a
website.

Business Liquidation of
Dawn’s Deli & Grocery

Monday 25th July, 6 p.m.
Auction on the premises
Preview after 3 p.m.

Equipment, fixtures and
inventory

Frank Walker Auctions

Information at
frankwalkerauctions.com

another item we are waiting to have deliv-

ered: a Train Simulator.

THE MUSEUM

As most of you know, we are open the

last Sunday of each month from 1 to 5 p.m.,

By John Campbell

or by appointment, made by calling 607-

829-2692. We try to have speakers when

The Franklin Railroad and Community
Museum has several new exhibits, among
them an Army uniform worn by Congress-
man Chris Gibson, and new historical
photographs of school events and adult
groups.

Also, the railroad car is now open so
that folks can walk though it to see the in-
credible workmanship done back in the
late 1800s. And we're very excited about

we are open on Sundays.
lined up but have not scheduled them yet.

Something new that not everyone
might be aware of is that the Foundation’s
officers are now all from Franklin. They
are myself, Tom Worden, Chris Downin,
Sue Taggart, and Kim Hyzer. If anyone has
exhibits they would like to display in the
museum, please contact me or any of the
other board members.

I have some

BruneH:
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DINNER:
TuEs, Ert
SAT, SUN
5pM-8rm

i -
Every Tuesday night dinner features a new menu
highlighting a difterent regional specialty
Steaks and homesmoked ribs ¢very Friday night

435 MAIN STREET

ERANKLIN

607 820 4040

wWww. THE TULIPAND THEROSE.¢OM
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THEATRE AS COMMUNITY SERVICE

By Denise B. Dailey

This summer, the Franklin Stage Com-
pany (FSC) celebrates its twentieth sea-
son of theatrical productions of a variety,
quantity and quality that has surpassed
those of other
local summer
festivals in New
York and sur-
rounding states.
M PRNY It got there by in-

cluding its con-
20— stituents and by
creating a com-
munity of people who felt they, too, con-
tributed to the transformational power of
theatre.

You'd hear in the early days:

“We need a sewing machine. And
someone who can run it. Also measure for
costumes. Anyone who can be backstage
to run wardrobe?”

“Anyone got an extra lamp, table, fan,
couch?”

“Vintage clothing? Costume jewelry?”

“Tom needs help with carpentry. Gene
and Carole need help feeding the crew.”

Tom is Tom Butts, theatrical handyman
extraordinaire and Mayor of Franklin in
1996. Gene is Eugene Marner, pioneering
co-Artistic Director of FSC with Carole Lu-

RANI\UN
STAGE

cia Satrina, his wife. Founders of FSC with
Tom, the couple are a well-travelled duo
whose professional lives as documentary
film-makers led seamlessly into a life in
the theatre.

Gene and Carole first lived in Franklin
for six years in the 1970s. But it was upon
returning full time in 1996 that Carole fell
in love with Chapel Hall and thought about

staging See FSC, continued on Page 15

A CLEANER FUTURE
FOR FRANKLIN

By Don Hebbard

The last ten days of
May were exciting and
gratifying for most of the
residents and landowners
in the Town of Franklin. In
modern times, David does
not often defeat Goliath.
This time we did it, and
we did it together, at least
temporarily.

Two pipeline compa-
nies had applied to the
Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission [FERC]
to construct two thirty-inch
natural gas transmission
lines through the Town of
Franklin: the Constitution
Pipeline, and the North-
east Energy Direct [NED]
Pipeline to run beside
the Constitution, with the
added feature of a 30,000
horsepower [later raised
to 50,500] compressor sta-
tion on Otego Road. Both
companies were hoping

to transport hydro-fracked
natural gas from the Mar-
cellus shale play in Penn-
sylvania to Canada for lu-
crative export markets as
liquefied natural gas [LNG].
As more information
about pipeline failures,
compressor station emis-
sions, methane leaks,
health issues, and the fact
that methane is a more po-
tent greenhouse gas than
carbon dioxide, many of us
Davids became concerned
and started to speak out.
In Franklin, eight hundred
Davids signed a petition
opposing the compressor
station and the pipelines.
You made all the phone
calls, sent the cards and
emails to the Governor,
DEC, Attorney General
and FERC. You wrote let-
ters to the editor and opin-
ion pieces to local and
statewide newspapers. You
came to Town Board meet-

Carmela Marner as Caliban in The Tempest

See FUTURE, continued on Page 16

CORNER

With Tom Briggs

THE MAYOR’S

to Edmeston. The terrain along
Route 8 is quite picturesque,
with glimpses of the Unadilla
River wending its way against
a backdrop of rolling hills and
abandoned farmland in the

I have always had a deep inter-
est in history. From dinosaurs to
human-made objects, from battles
to ancient tales, all have captured
my imagination. Today I buy and
sell antiques as an extension of
this fascination. Because I prize
artifacts and household items of
questionable worth from the ev-
eryday life of common folk long
gone, my success as an antique
dealer is questionable. That’s okay
by me, for the most part. I can rec-
oncile my limited net worth against
the treasure house of musings that
constitute my passion for things
and events of the past.

Practically every day, a new
discovery is being made in places
around the world that draws new
light on the past. It intrigues me
that entire civilizations can form,
develop, carry on for centuries,
wane, and then disappear. One
starts to understand that the pro-
cess of “civilizing” has for the most
part been followed by a process of
“de-civilizing”, often in the form of
mass impoverishment.

Recently I had the occasion to
travel up State Route 8 from Sidney

process of being reclaimed by
Mother Nature. Less palatable are
the empty and decaying farmhous-
es or the still inhabited shacks and
trailers that dot the countryside, the
latter often surrounded by a col-
lection of derelict cars, machinery,
plastic toys faded by the elements
and other discarded flotsam and
jetsam. They signal the dispiriting
nature of minimum wage employ-
ment and the lives of down-beaten
people who have become one with
their beaten-down surroundings: a
growing problem in parts of rural
America.

In the most recent issue of The
Atlantic Monthly, there is an ar-
ticle entitled ‘The Graying of Rural
America’. The author focuses on
the plight of the citizens of Fossil,
Oregon, a dying community with
a population of 450, located some
two-and-a-half hours from the near-
est city, Bend. Fossil has seen bet-
ter days. With the loss of agricul-
ture and small manufacturing jobs,
many of the young people have
moved to metropolitan areas to
seek employment. Remaining be-
hind are the elderly and the shell of

OURWORKIS NOT FINISHED

what was once a busy little town.

To those of us who have
lived most of our lives in rural
communities, this article reveals
little that we don’t know already.
Delaware County has one of the
highest percentages of elderly
in the state, not because of our
living the good life, but because
in the 1980s and 90s, we experi-
enced our own outmigration of
young people. Most of those who
remain can look forward to mini-
mum wage jobs in box stores and
fast food operations, as nursing as-
sistants working in assisted living
facilities, or as care providers for
the elderly in their homes.

When rumors started surfac-
ing within the last decade that a
fracking boom was about to take
place and would be coming our
way, many locals took heart. There
were going to be employment op-
portunities that would pay well
even for unskilled labor. People
from parts elsewhere would be
moving in and they would need
housing, food, entertainment, cars
and services and they would pump
serious money into the local econ-
omy. It’s no wonder then that there
was deep resentment when others
rose in opposition to fracking and
pipeline initiatives.

For those who stood up against
these energy-related issues, cel-

ebration was in order after the
fracking ban was imposed and the
immediate threat of the pipeline
had been thwarted. Although I
agree that fracking and compres-
sor stations might pose a serious
risk to the well-being of all who
live in this region, another threat
remains that is even more serious.
Sustainable habitation is not solely
an environmental issue. We jeop-
ardize the future of this beautiful
area by failing to apply the same
activism to addressing the grim
employment prospects that face
our young people.

If we truly care about sustain-
ing the natural beauty and the
positive quality of life that we now
enjoy in this community, our work
is not finished. We owe it to our
young people, to future genera-
tions, and to ourselves to develop a
plan to rebuild our local economy.
Failure to do so will most probably
lead to the slow death of this lovely
village and its surroundings, leav-
ing others in the future to muse
over the objects and artifacts we
left behind.



