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‘INDEPENDENT, FEARLESS AND FREE’

DRIVING WHILE BLACK

A conversation with
Gretchen Sorin

By Alexis Greene

“What we know about
other people and places is
based on our lived experi-
ence,” said Gretchen So-
rin, author of the revelatory
history of African Ameri-
cans’ experience, Driving
While Black: African Ameri-
can Travel and the Road to
Civil Rights, and Director of
SUNY Oneonta’s Cooper-
stown Graduate Program
in Museum Studies. “In
this day and age, we have
to start to understand the

experience of others, and
empathy is something we
really need for understand-
ing one another. It’'s how you
maintain a democracy. You
can’t have a democracy that
protects just one group.”
For Sorin, with whom
I spoke on the phone in
May 2021, that statement
encompasses what she
said were her most sig-
nificant discoveries while
researching and writing
Driving While Black. Begun
as a Ph.D. dissertation at
SUNY Albany, her study of
the dangers, humiliations,
and joys of travel for Black

See SORIN, con’t on Page 9

ATOUCH OF SWEDEN
IN OTEGO

By Carla Nordstrom

Several new vendors have joined the Franklin Farm-
ers’ Market this summer and Trollbok Farm is one of them.
Johan Grimm, Alissa Borshchenko, and Johan’s family
bought a thirty-three-acre farm in Otego last September,
and began to make plans for a successful business ven-
ture. Johan has a background in filmmaking and Alissa is
a bioengineer who works for a pharmaceutical company.
They chose to locate in Otego because it is halfway be-
tween Albany where her job is located and Binghamton
where Johan'’s parents live and run a bed and breakfast.

Itisimportant for this couple to be close to family since
See TROLL, continued on Pg. 18

PANDEMIC
WANES

By Brian Brock

Having finally reached
the far side of the peak of in-
fections, we can look back.
Delaware County has been
in the COVID-19 pandemic
for almost 500 days, with
the first case diagnosed
on March 13™ of 2020. Last
spring, the exploding num-
ber of patients downstate
triggered a statewide lock-
down. That kept the first
peak remarkably low here
with only twenty-five cases
in the fifth week, although
tests were is short supply
back then.

After that peak, we had
a safe but wary summer
due to the continued lock-
down (gradually relaxed),
warmer weather which al-
lowed outdoor socializing,
and residents’ caution. All
summer (June, July, and Au-
gust), we saw only thirty
additional cases. For many
weeks, there were two or
fewer positive test results.
This background of infec-

See WANES, con’t on Pg. 12

HEAD START
What is it?

By Shirley Ferguson

If you have lived in
Franklin for any time at all,
you have seen the build-
ing on Main Street with the
Head Start sign out front
and lots of colorful and fun-
looking play equipment
in the side yard. Some-
times a sign will announce
dates for registration or let
us know about available
openings. And you might
have been lucky enough
to see a line of youngsters
walking down the side-
walk, all holding onto a
lead connecting them each
to another, with a teacher

$5.00 Finn and Molly, herd leaders -Courtesy of Honey Pie Productions

WHERE HORSES
GET TO BE HORSES

By Cat Gareth

You don'’t have to have
been a horse-crazy girl like
I was, with my imaginary
horses galloping along-
side my parents’ car, to be
inspired by what’s hap-
pening at Rosemary Farm
Sanctuary.

The Sanctuary is set
among hillside pastures on
both sides of Roses Brook
Road in South Kortright.
It was founded in 2009 by
Dawn Robyn and her hus-
band, Robert, motivated

by a simple desire to help
horses, a trip to an auction
and the nearly wild, totally
freaked-out (read: danger-
ous) stud colt Dawn bought
for $5.00. Twelve years lat-
er, it has become a 501(c)
(3) not-for-profit, currently
caring for 100 horses. Most
were unwanted because
of health or behavioral is-
sues. Others were rescued
from conditions that endan-
gered their health or their
lives. Rosemary Farm fo-
cuses on and accepts the
most needy; many will live
out their lives in the Sanctu-
ary’s care.

See HORSES,con’t on Pg. 4

Photo by Tony Breuer

at the front of this cute little
parade and another fol-
lowing along at the end.
The kids were probably
chatting happily with each
other, maybe pointing at
and exclaiming over a curi-
ous sculpture in someone’s
front yard, or watching a
lively dog being walked
next door, or gaping at an
impressively noisy con-
struction machine passing

See START, con’t on Pqg. 18
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To the Editor:

WHY I AM RUNNING FOR
TOWN BOARD

One of things I love most about
Franklinis its history as a dairy pro-
ducing community. For most of the
twentieth century, it was the bread
and butter (local butter, at that)
of the community. Recently, when
my sister visited our hometown in
Connecticut, she stopped by the
old ice cream and dairy company,
to say hello. When she mentioned
that her brother lived in Franklin,
New York, they said that used to be
where they got all their raw dairy
products, back in the days when
we lived in the area.

My Franklin house was built
in 2008 on the site of the Arctic

Creamery on East Handsome Brook
Road, founded around 1899. When
my house was built, there were two
dairy farms on my road and one
on the hill behind me. Now there
are none. If I had my way, Frank-
lin would still be a vital dairy town.
What has been done to small farm-
ers all across America is shameful.
That our state and federal govern-
ments aided corporate farms in
dropping the bottom out of prices
for small farmers is one of the great
political failings of our era.

We now live in a town where
dairies are no longer the driving
force of the economy. They haven't
been for years. There are still dairy
farms of course, a testament to the
tenacity of the dairy farmer. But
Franklin, for better or worse, is a
different place than it was forty or
fifty years ago. Or even ten years

ago. I have been persuaded to run
for the Franklin Town Board be-
cause I am one of those local citi-
zens that did not come from a dairy
family, the numbers of which are
growing. We came to Franklin for
other reasons.We came to Franklin
because we love it here.

I would like to see the Town
Board continue to do its best for
farmers for as long as there is still
one farm standing in this beautiful
part of the world. But I would also
like to see the Town Board recog-
nize that we no longer live in the
twentieth century. In my opinion,
we need a community that respects
its past and in whichever way we
can, preserves that heritage, while
also recognizing that the current
economics for towns like Franklin
are challenging in different ways
than they were for dairy farmers.

Though I worked on my best
friend’s farm in Iowa when I was
young, my living was made by mak-

ing music and working unskilled
labor jobs until the mid-nineties,
when I went to New York City to
work as an organizer for the largest
local musicians’ union in the coun-
try. In 2010, Iwas elected as a chief
officer of that union and, for six
years, was in charge of the admin-
istration. I believe I can put some
of the same skills I used to make
positive changes for the musicians’
union to work in Franklin. We need
to be creative about developing
the future of our town, contribut-
ing to the economy of the village
as well as the rural surroundings.
This is not a partisan challenge. It is
a challenge of bringing neighbors
together with neighbors to make
Franklin the best it can be, honor-
ing both the past and the future.

I hope you will join me in this
challenge.

Sincerely,
John O’Connor

FRANKLIN LOCAL MOURNS
THE PASSING OF A
BELOVED FOUNDER

CAROLE LUCIA MARNER

NOVEMBER 13, 1937
- MAY 31, 2021

Incisively intelligent, imaginative, multi-
talented, profoundly adventurous, and the
initiator of many projects in life and art.

To the Editor,

Franklin needs to talk

about senior housing.
And then we need to do
something.

I'm a realtor. I've tried
to find appropriate housing
for older people who want
to stay in town. There is
little real estate of any kind
available, so it’s no surprise
that an historic village in a
rural area has even less that
works as senior housing.

But the demand exists,
and it's only going to in-
crease. The big old house
that was once a perfect fit
can become too much work,
too challenging, as we grow
older. There should be a
chance for people to stay in
this community and in hous-
ing that suits their needs.

I watched Kingston
tackle its lack of low-in-
come housing with imagi-
nation and success.RUPCO,
the Rural Ulster Preserva-
tion Corporation, is a non-
profit organization that re-
tools existing space or
builds new space to create
senior and affordable hous-
ing. A former warehouse
was converted into artists’
live/work space. Historic
homes were redesigned as
attractive duplexes for low-
income families. RUPCO is

now repurposing an histor-
ic prison into attractive se-
nior housing.

Things that people said
could not be done were
done. And RUPCO doesn’t
confine itself to Ulster
County. They’re taking ap-
plications right now for a
new senior housing com-
plex in Prattsville.

Cherry Valley, an eco-
nomically depressed vil-
lage near Cooperstown, has
retrofitted its old school as
senior/low income housing.
People will be moving in
this summer.

Franklin is an active,
creative community. I be-
lieve we can figure this
out and guide the process
ourselves.

There are large, empty
buildings in our village that
could be reimagined as
senior housing. Old Stone
Hall is an obvious exam-
ple. The location would be
ideal for seniors, and clev-
er, imaginative retrofitting
could address its accessi-
bility issues. There are also
privately owned buildings
in the village that are cur-
rently unused.

Funding exists for these
kinds of projects. That’s how
RUPCO does what it does.
And it appears the current
administration in Washing-
ton intends to support fund-

ing for proj-
ects related to
senior as well
as low-income
housing.
Public/
private part-
nerships are
possible. I
used to be
press offi-
cer for New
York’s biggest
builder, DAS-
NY. That’s an
organization
worth talking
to -- they also
administer all
state grants.
Perhaps
there’s a de-
veloper inter-
ested in retro-
fitting historic
buildings who
would partner

KAATIRONDACK SENIOR SOLUTIONS

Medicare Advantage, Medicare Supplement and Part D
Prescription Drug

Do you or someone you know need advice with:

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage Policies
Prescription Drug Programs?

Coverage

We eliminate the confusion and answer your questions to
assist you with
the best plan to fit your personal needs.

Your Local Consultant offers no cost, personal
consultation services.

Contact :

Daniel Branigan
Kaatirondack Senior Solutions
4 Oneida Street, Oneonta NY 13820

607-267-4481
607-434-5762

KAATIRONDACK SENIOR SOLUTIONS IS A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY
OF KAATIRONDACK BENEFIT PLANNING, INC.

with the community.
The first step in any

project is to

agree it is

needed. I believe it is. And
if the community wants to
do something about it, I'd
be happy to be part of any
group exploring possible

answers.

Susan Barnett

Hodge Rd.

Franklin
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FRANKLIN LOCAL

Local News

Local Events

Local Issues

Local Concerns

The following commentary does not necessarily reflect the
opinons of the staff of The New Franklin Register.

WHY THE FRANKLIN PARTY?

By Andy Bobrow

This year, two candidates for town council are running
on the Franklin Party line.

Right, you say. Just what we need. Another political
party.

Not exactly.The Franklin Party isn'’t a traditional politi-
cal party and it isn’t intended to take the place of estab-
lished political parties. In fact, you could hardly call it a
political party at all. It is independent, non-partisan, and
not affiliated with any other political party or organiza-
tion. There is no hierarchy; there are no officers.

The Franklin Party provides a place on the ballot for
candidates who are running on local issues that directly
impact the lives of the citizens of Franklin. Instead of get-
ting bogged down in the divisiveness and tribalism of
national politics on issues that aren’t relevant at the local
level, Franklin Party candidates concentrate on present-
ing a shared agenda to help build a better Franklin for
everyone.

It is a home-grown, grassroots movement made up of
people who want to participate in determining a future
direction for their town.

On the most basic level, Franklin Party candidates
support good governance for our town -- transparency,
accountability, inclusion and participation, communica-

FRANKLIN
LOCALWANTS

YOTU!

Staff Report

The Town of Franklin
is rich in volunteer orga-
nizations whose members
give valuable time and re-
sources to serve specific
interests in our community.
Start with our heroic Frank-
lin/Treadwell Fire Depart-
ment and EMS squad, then
move on to Franklin Ro-
tary, the Greater Franklin
Chamber of Commerce,
the Franklin Garden Club,
the Franklin Food Pantry,
the Franklin Community
Educational Foundation,
and the many volunteer
boards of churches or cul-
tural organizations such as
Franklin Stage, the Franklin
Free Library, the Franklin
Railroad and Community

Museum, and the Bright Hill
Press and Literary Center.
But one organization
aims to serve the diversity
of interests in our commu-
nity: Franklin Local.
Our mission statement:
“Franklin Local, Ltd., is
a not-for-profit volunteer
organization of residents of
the Town of Franklin, NY, and
the surrounding area. We
are dedicated to rebuilding
the local economy, restor-
ing community solidarity
and raising awareness of the
economic and social prob-
lems that are likely to result
from climate change and the
transition from fossil fuels to
sustainable energy.”
Incorporated in January
2009 as a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit, Franklin Local can
apply for and administer
grants from both public
and private sources. These
funds support projects cre-
ated for the betterment of
the community. Since our

founding, we have orga-
nized and maintained the
Franklin Farmers’ Mar-
ket (recently adding its
Music at the Market series)
which draws vendors and
patrons from Franklin and
neighboring towns. We of-
fer a user-friendly website,
franklinlocal.org, a com-
prehensive source of town
news and information. We
publish a local newspaper,
The New Franklin Regis-
ter, (this is issue 43), mailed
free to every household
in Franklin and Treadwell
three times a year. We
maintain and expand the
Edible Walking Trail in
the village park. We host
talks on local issues as well
as meet-the-candidate fo-
rums to help inform voters
during town elections.

It costs nothing but time
and energy to participate
in Franklin Local. There
are no dues, no required
donations or membership

See PARTY, continued on Page 16

THE MAYOR’S
CORNER

With Tom Briggs

Recently, as viewed in social media posts
and in listening to conversations on the street,
there seems to be a growing interest in the cre-
ation of a senior housing complex in the Frank-
lin area. Although I think that this conversation
is healthy for the community and although I
think that senior housing is very much needed
here (as it is in most of the country), traditional
senior housing is unlikely to happen.

With less than 400 residents, our community
would be unable to support a senior complex.

We do not have a pharmacy, or a healthcare
facility, or a grocery store, or a taxi service, or
adequate parking or a sponsoring organiza-
tion, all of which are necessary to support a se-
nior housing facility. Because of this, we would
not be eligible for government funding to build
traditional senior housing. The private sec-
tor would not be interested in investing in se-
nior housing in the Franklin area for the same
reasons.

The need is certainly here. With the recent
COVID-related real estate boom, rental units
have all but disappeared and rates have risen
rapidly. Food costs have also risen significantly
(twenty percent in the last two months) as have
energy and other essential products and servic-
es. In Delaware County, where one person out
of every four is over sixty-five and most likely
on a fixed income, reducing housing costs may
be essential in order to age independently in
the 21* century.

Forty years ago, senior rights champion and

“grey panther” Maggie Kuhn called attention
to the need for new innovations to housing op-
tions for senior citizens. At the time, as today,
displaced seniors faced difficult and unsat-
isfactory choices. Some ended up in nursing
homes as a last resort, even though they were
quite capable of taking care of themselves. Be-
sides pressing Congress to expand funding for
senior housing, Kuhn made popular the con-
cept of home sharing, where a senior would
rent out rooms in her house to others, or a group
of seniors would pool resources to purchase a
house to be shared. Often this practice would
include an agreement, usually a legal contract
detailing the expectations of the participants in
the living arrangement. Maggie Kuhn herself
lived in a large, multi-generational, “shared”
house in Philadelphia that would have been un-
affordable had the costs not been shared. The
popular television show ‘Golden Girls’ created
additional interest in home sharing, though it
also made light of some of the pitfalls. Persons
interested in further information regarding
shared living can google the National Home-
share Housing Resource Center.

Another housing concept that might suc-
ceed in this area (if enough interest is generat-
ed) is cohousing or elder cohousing. Cohous-
ing, started in Denmark in the 1960s, involves
the creation of an intentional community by
persons who share common ideals and core
values, who choose to live and grow together.
Contemporary cohousing communities can
consist of connected or closely located houses
that incorporate common spaces, like a com-
munity center, a laundry, or a park. Members
would own their homes and be responsible for
sharing the operating costs of the entire com-
munity. Members share work duties and are
expected to participate in regular activities
at the community center. Currently there are
a couple of cohousing complexes in Ithaca as
well as others dotted around New York State
and beyond.

See LOCAL, continued on Page 8

A friend of mine, Curtis VanBuren, a local
housing expert, has shared with me much of
what he has learned about innovative housing
initiatives that have started up around the coun-
try of late. Some might not be viable in these
parts due to climate, lack of resources, local cul-
ture, political indifference, population sparsity
etc. But one concept might work.

Assuming that, given the option, many el-
ders would prefer to live in stand-alone houses,
and that they would feel safer and more socially
engaged if located in close proximity to others,
we have come up with the “cottage community”
concept. In this scenario, a housing authority
would be established to purchase and manage
property for the building sites and to provide
oversight for the project. Small, green-built cot-
tages (600 to 900 sq ft) would be constructed
in clusters - picture a cul-de-sac comprised of
four or five units designed to mimic the prevail-
ing architecture of the surrounding community.
Residents would have ownership and limited
equity in the interior of the cottage and would
be involved with its design and enjoy the free-
dom to live independently within the parame-
ters of an agreed-upon covenant. The housing
Authority would continue ownership of the cot-
tage property and would broker resale of the
residence upon the owner’s departure, remit-
ting partial earned-equity to the resident or the
resident’s estate. The housing authority would
provide supportive services for the residents
and encourage them to work and socialize with
members in their cluster. As more clusters are
developed, a community center would be con-
structed to enhance socialization.

Due to limited copy space in The New
Franklin Register, I am unable to elaborate fur-
ther on the cottage community concept but I'd
be happy to meet with others to talk about or
brainstorm upon this or other housing ideas
that might benefit the greater Franklin area.

My email is: plutarch@citlink.net.
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SUMMER AT THE HARVEST IS LOOKING BRIGHT.

Come see how we've grown.
g

FULL BUTCHER, CHEESE, GROCERY & BOTTLE SHOP.

FRESH MADE TO ORDER SANDWICHES.

BEER & CIDER.
OUTDOOR SEATING.

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10AM-6PM.

SHOWCASING OVER 350 PRODUCERS, FARMERS & ARTISANS

Curating the highest quality experience by connecting farms, food & community.

27905 State Highway 28, Andes
catskills-harvest.com
845-676-4550 follow the herd on IG ecatskillsharvest

HORSES, continued from Page 1

Each horse is welcomed with
a genuine desire to understand
that horse’s specific needs and to
provide as much help, in whatev-
er form, as the Sanctuary has the
capacity to offer.
It is all done by a
small, dedicated
team, assisted by
volunteers, sup-
ported only by do-
nors, and guided
by Dawn Robyn,
now the Sanctu-
ary’s executive di-
rector. Although
the Sanctuary’s
mission, to rescue
horses in need and
protect them for
life, can be stated
simply, achieving
it requires cour-
age and commit-
ment as well as
compassion.

How do they do it?

Rosemary Farm Sanctuary has
three super-powers.

Its first super-power is time;
there are no check-out times, dead-
lines, or stop-watches. The horses
can adjust and progress at their
own pace. Adoptions to qualified,
permanent homes are possible, but
horses can also stay in the Sanctu-
ary’s care - for life - if they need to.

Horses often come to the farm
having had little or no handling,
and no experience of anything be-
yond their former, sometimes dis-

Dawn Robyn and Rhett
Photo by Cat Gareth
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mal surroundings. All handling is
undertaken with the horse’s safety,
history (if known), and emotional
state in mind. Work to establish
trust between horse and handlers
is paramount and begins immedi-
ately. Once a horse
can be safely han-
dled enough to al-
low urgent physical
needs to be met, the
process of assessing
the horse’s emotional
scars, fears, needs,
and capabilities be-
gins in earnest. And
takes as long as it
needs to.

The process is
empathetic and intui-
tive but grounded in
careful observation
and deep understand-
ing of horse behavior
and the ways in which
horses communicate
with humans and with other horses.
Gradually, mutual trust is estab-
lished. Training and introductions
to other horses can begin.

Empathy, the second super-
power, is also at the heart of train-
ing. At Rosemary Farm, training
consists of gently applying in-
cremental, positive reinforce-
ment techniques. The farm’s
skilled trainer, Daniel McCarthy of
Catskill Natural Horse in Hobart,
can harness (pun intended) his un-
derstanding of horses’ instinctive
behaviors to build trust and coop-
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eration between horse and human.
Depending on the horse, training
may be minimal, just enough for
trust and safety, or it may continue
all the way to working under sad-
dle and a possible future as a rid-
ing horse. It all depends on the in-
dividual horse’s interest, aptitude,
and level of comfort.

Horses, like other prey animals,
evolved to be vigilant and reactive,
in order to survive. These primal
imperatives do not disappear just
because humans have other ideas
of how they want horses to be-
have. When living in a herd, hors-
es rely on their herd mates and a
strong herd leader for companion-
ship and protection. Collectively,
they are safer than any horse can
be on its own. Nothing comforts
and sustains a horse more than

Dawn and trainer Dan McCarthy
with Murtagh Photo by Cat Gareth

the close companionship of other
horses. And this is the Sanctuary’s
third super-power.

With thoughtful pairings and
careful introductions, Dawn and
the team build friendships be-

tween horses. From those friend-
ships, they build bands of com-
patible horses, led by confident,

Rosemary Farm view
Courtesy of Honey Pie Productions

experienced horses with which
Dawn and team have developed
strong relationships. (One of those
leaders is Finn, that $5.00 stud colt
no one else wanted.) These bands
spend all their time together, mov-
ing as a group from pasture to shel-
ter to pasture, around the farm.This
gives damaged horses a structure
they instinctively recognize, plus
a sense of security that might take
years to develop with a person.The
herd nurtures and consoles new
arrivals, speeding their transition
into stable, healthy, happy horses.

That’s how they do it at Rose-
mary Farm, and it is truly beautiful
to see.

Rosemary Farm Sanctuary pro-
vides guided tours most Saturdays
in summer. Appointments are nec-
essary. Much more information is
available and on the Sanctuary’s
Facebook page and their soon-to-
be-launched new website:

http://rosemaryfarm.oxrg/


https://www.catskills-harvest.com
http://rosemaryfarm.org
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GREEN
GARD

BANKS
- NING

GARDENING FRIENDS

When I started garden-
ing in my late twenties, I
had just purchased a fixer-
upper house and was liv-
ing on my own in an older
neighborhood, an hour
northwest of Philadelphia.
I didn’t know any of my
neighbors and I started
working in my little yard
to give me something to
do outside. Before long, I
was hooked on garden-
ing, but I remember those
early days of uncertainty at
the garden nurseries and
all the mistakes I made.
Plants I bought that grew
too big for my garden or
were not hardy enough. A
hydrangea planted on the
west side of the house that
wilted every afternoon in
the hot summer sun. Most
memorable was the week-
end I was digging out an
overgrown yew ‘founda-
tion’ shrub and managed
to crack the natural gasline
near my house. I had four
gas company trucks at my
house on a Sunday morn-
ing, with all the neighbors
peering at me from their
front windows. I had other
challenges and a few tri-
umphs but no gardening
friends with whom I could
share them.

When I sold that house
eleven years later, I had re-
placed most of the grass in
my small yard with trees,
shrubs, perennials and
bulbs. I was now married
and my nearest neighbors
were good friends. But I
still had no friends that
shared my gardening inter-
est. Ironic, given that I was
living near Philadelphia, a
gardening hot spot with an
abundance of public gar-
dens and plant societies.

These days in upstate
NewYork,I am blessed with
many gardening friends.
I love going plant shop-
ping with garden buddies.
Sometimes we combine
our orders at online nurs-
eries to get better pricing
or to save on shipping. I
know whom to ask about an
unlabeled plant and which
friends will be most avail-
able for garden programs
and tours. There are friends
whose gardens I know pret-
ty well and who also know
mine. There are people I
“know” by reading their
online blogs or looking at

With
Deborah Banks

their garden postings on
Facebook.

Meeting like-minded
people took some effort on
my part. [ attended classes
offered by the local coop-
erative extension. I went
on gardening tours in the
area, sometimes by myself.
I went to the first meeting
of what became the Frank-
lin Garden Club.I joined an
online garden forum and
connected with members
from the Catskills area. I
volunteered at garden-fo-
cused events.

Why do you need gar-
dening friends? To share
your gardening excitement
as well as your troubles.
Going on garden tours and
attending garden programs
is more fun with a friend. A
non-gardening friend will
lose interest in spending
time with you after you take
them on a drive through all
of Delaware County to look
at someone’s vegetable
garden. A gardening friend
will go happily and let you
know when they hear about
other garden tours. Your
spouse or partner may be
reluctant to accompany
you to a garden lecture on
the merits of twelve differ-
ent varieties of colchicum.
A gardening friend will go
with you to the lecture and
then let you know when
they see colchicums on sale
at some online nursery.

Gardening friends tell
you when the local garden
center is having a sale.
They admire your efforts
at edging your shade gar-
den instead of commenting
on your weeds. They ask
where you got your new
winterberry hollies and tell
you about the native plant
nursery they visited last
week. They’ll loan you their
book on heathers when
you decide to plant a few.
They’ll sympathize with
your efforts to water new
plants during a drought be-
fore they tell you about the
great rain they just had on
their side of the mountain.

The best part of gar-
den friendships is plant
sharing. My garden is
full of memories, not just
plants. There’s the vibur-
num my mom rooted for
me from her big plant. My
first phlox and monkshood
plants were from a garden-
ing neighbor who moved
to Florida. A crested fern

came from my sister-in-law
when she moved to Alaska.
The dwarf goat’s beard and
dwarf lady’s mantle were
from a garden club friend.
A walk through my garden
provides many fond mem-
ories of family and friends.

Plant sharing is also
insurance. If a cherished
plant in my shade garden
dies, I can ask for a start
from the division of it that I
shared with friends. Also, I
may learn something new
about the plant by seeing
how a friend cared for it.
Their plant may be health-
ier or bigger because it is
in more sun, gets less mois-
ture or more compost.

There are so many
ways that garden friends
enrich my life. My garden
benefits as well. Friendly
gardeners are everywhere.
You just need to look for
them.

kKitchen
basics

By
Carla
Nordstrom

PERUVIAN GRILLED CHICKEN WITH CILANTRO SAUCE

Occasionally, a recipe for a simple dish like grilled chicken pops with delicious fla-
vor. That is what I thought the first time my husband made Peruvian Grilled Chicken,
based on a recipe from Melissa Clark. While this recipe has a lot of ingredients, it is very

easy to put together. Give the chicken at least 2-3 hours to marinate before grilling.

The Marinade:

Combine the following ingredients in a blender or food processer.
6 cloves of garlic

3 Thl. soy sauce

Zest from 7z lime

1 Tbl. lime juice

1 Tbl. Double concentrated tomato paste

2 Tbl. aji amarillo paste* (can substitute with sriacha or sambal chili paste)
2 Tbl. Aji panca paste* (can substitute with pasilla chile powder)

1 tsp. Dijon mustard

1 tsp. ground cumin

1 Tbl. fresh thyme, rosemary, or oregano or 1 tsp. of dried herbs

2 tsp. ground pepper

Salt to taste

% cup of olive oil

Blend until smooth.

Split a chicken in half so each piece has a breast, wing, thigh, and leg. Put the chick-
en in a sturdy zip lock plastic bag. Pour the sauce over the chicken and massage it into

the chicken. Place in the refrigerator for at least 2 hours and up to 12 hours.

Heat up the grill to medium heat. Shake off excess marinade and discard. Place the
chicken skin-side up on the grill for about 20 minutes, then turn it over to finish it up. It

usually takes about 30 to 40 minutes total.

*Aji amarillo and aji panca paste are available online or at the Masonville General

Store. You can also get them as powders that have a longer shelf life than the paste.

Cilantro Sauce

Combine the following in a blender or processor:
1 bunch cilantro, stems & leaves

2 jalapeno peppers, cut up

2 cloves of garlic

1Y%z Thl. lime juice

2 tsp. fresh oregano or thyme

2 whole scallions

1 Tbl. aji amarillo paste

¥z tsp. ground cumin

¥z cup olive oil

Combine until smooth and serve with the chicken. Garnish with lime wedges.

Photo by Andy Bobrow
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A WORKING WALK IN
THE VILLAGE PARK

PHOTOS BY TONY BREUER

THANKS TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEERED!

(YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!)

SAVE THE DATE!!

FRANKLIN COMMUNITY DAY

SATURDAY AUGUST THE 28TH, STARTING AT 9 A.M.

ST PAUL’S Pie SALe
LAWN SALES
LIBRARY SIDEWALK BOOK SALE
ROTARY GRILLING
OTHER evenTs weLcomebp
(OLD FRANKLIN DAY WILL Resume NeXT YEAR)

PARADISE VALLEY ANTIQUE SERVICE
& MINI STORAGE

Buy o Sell  Repair

Pianos
Individual Pieces or Complete Estates

Elk Creek Road
Delhi, NY 13753

607-437-1878
GEOFF WYSONG

sRE Hip %
go /I/O

Bartenders and Servers apply at:
Imtownsendcatering.com

SOMETHING ELSE TO
LOOK FORWARD TO!

THE MID-SUMMER
OPENING OF

YOKEL

FRANKLIN'S NEWEST
RESTAURANT

BRCAKFAST
AND LUNCH
SIX DAYS/WeeK
PLUS
MEATS & GROCERIES

458 MAIN STReeT

KABINETT
(KAMMER

GARYGRAHAMA422

422 MAIN STREET « FRANKLIN NEW YORK +« 13775
FRIDAY 12-5 « SATURDAY 11-5 « SUNDAY 11-5
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ASSESSMENT EQUITY IN DELAWARE COUNTY

EQUALIZATION | PRICE RELATED COEFFICIENT
TOWN RATE DIFFERENTIAL OF DISPERSAL
Percent Residential Residential

2020 2019 2019
Andes 100
Bovina 22 0.99 16
Colchester 3 1.26 38
Davenport 71 1.04 18
Delhi 558 1.04 15
Deposit 4 1.14 38
Franklin 88 1.06 16
Hamden 100
Hancock 12 1.20 40
Harpersfield 28 1.17 32
Kortright 100
Masonville 93
Meredith 100
Middletown 102 1.09 22
Roxbury 100
Sidney 74 1.11 22%
Stamford 26 1.21 39
Tompkins 4 1.11 31
Walton 100
NYS T&F target 100 0.98t01.03 <15

Towns that meet NYS T&F guidelines for assessment uniformity are in italics
*For Sidney, being more densely populated, the target is COD<12

Annually, NYS Department of Taxation and Finance calculates three measures of as-
sessment. Using these, it rates 70 percent of towns as meeting guidelines for uniformity
of property assessment. Franklin passed, as did more than half of the towns in Delaware
County. While ER is calculated contemporaneously, PRD and COD are a year behind.

Equalization Rate measures how closely assessed value of the town comes to sales
price. Less than 100 means that assessment values average less than sales prices. NYS
recommends that towns aim for 100. For towns with ER less than 90, it has been decades
since a town-wide reassessment. For Franklin, ER was 100 after the last town-wide in
1999. This year there was a town-wide reassessment, but the ER for 2021 won'’t be calcu-
lated until assessment rolls are finalized in July. It is expected to be 100.

Price Related Differential measures how more-expensive properties are assessed
relative to less-expensive ones. At 1.00, assessments are equal, whereas greater than
that indicates that more-expensive properties are under-assessed relative to less-
expensive ones. NYS guidelines are for range of 0.98 to 1.03. It is extremely unusual for
towns to rate less than 1.00 for residential properties, i.e. for inexpensive properties to
be under-assessed relative to expensive ones. Most towns rate between 1.00 and 1.10
and Franklin rates in the middle of that range. The towns of Colchester, Hancock, and
Stamford are among the most unequal towns in the state.

Coefficient of Dis-
persion measures how
closely assessed values of
properties come to sales
price, greater or lesser.
NYS guideline is COD less
than 15 for rural towns
with population density of
less than 100 people per
square mile. Franklin has a
density of 26.

FRANKLIN TOWN
BOARD MEETINGS
2021

January 5 6:00 p.m. (F)
February 2 6:00 p.m. (F)
March 2 6:00 p.m. (T)
April 6 7:30 p.m. (F)
May 4 7:00 p.m. (T)
June 1 7:30 p.m. (T)
July 6 7:30 p.m. (T)
August 3 7:30 p.m. (T)
Sept. 1 7:30 p.m. (T)
October 5 7:00 p.m. (T)
Nov. 3 6:00 p.m. (F)
(Wednesday)

Dec. 7 6:00 p.m. (T)

sRE H/p )
S@ /I/O

Work Fall weddings and events in
Cooperstown, NY.

Teens with working papers $15/hour
Teens 18+ and adults $18/hour
Bartenders w/ experience $22/hour

Plus generous hosts add tips.

No required schedule,
work when it fits your calendar.

Will train.

Not up to working many hours?
Retired looking to earn extra $?
Sign up to work abbreviated hours
and assist in serving dinner.

BARTENDERS AND SERVERS APPLY AT:
LMTOWNSENDCATERING.COM

NORTHEAST DAIRY FARM
BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM
announces

Dairy of Distinction 2021
District 10, New York

Danny and Naomi Buel
11091 State Highway 357
Franklin
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FOCUS ON ENERGY

THE LAST PIPELINE UPDATE!

By Brian Brock

This is the last install-
ment of Pipeline Update.
Our regular feature origi-
nated after Tennessee Gas
Pipeline Company present-
ed its Northeast Exchange
Pipeline project in the fall
of 2011. Starting in 2012 as
Pipeline Postings, this chro-
nology ran for twenty-six
installments, totaling hun-
dreds of entries. Later, Pipe-
line Update expanded to
cover a second pipeline, an
enhancement of the Marcy
South power line, and a
roundabout. In the end, only
the roundabout was built.

The vast majority of our
coverage concerned the
second gas project, Consti-
tution Pipeline, which was
proposed by a partnership
of a pipeline builder and
operator (Williams Com-
panies) and a gas producer
(Cabot Oil & Gas) to move
gas from Pennsylvania to
Canada in conjunction with
the Iroquois SoNo Reversal
project. It was approved by
the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission in De-
cember 2014 but was long
delayed by opposition first
from local individuals and
Stop the Pipeline, then from
regional and national en-
vironmental groups, and
finally from the New York
State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.
The denial of a Water Qual-
ity Certificate by the DEC
blocked construction for
five years. By the summer
of 2019, this obstacle was

largely overcome by ac-
tions at the federal level.
In the interim, demand for
methane had so declined
that betting on decades of
income from exporting gas
was no longer a sure thing.
In the winter of 2019/2020,
the partnership of now
four companies decided
that they would no longer
finance the project. While
having spent $354 million,
spending the additional
$723 million required to
finish was seen as too risky.
While a hundred miles of
pipe were purchased and
stored in a railyard outside
of Albany, not one shovel of
dirt has been turned.

In the end, what did
Franklin have to show for a
decade of sound and fury?
Landowners who signed
easements were paid with-
out suffering the trespass of
construction and operation.
(Arguably, those owners
would have been paid con-
siderably more but for the
landmen’s threats of emi-
nent domain.) However,
for many those easements
remain on their deeds and
could be used someday.

In contrast, all those
who did not sign have
clean deeds now that the
easements seized through
eminent domain have been
released, but not without
considerable aggrava-
tion. Some people were
paid for services provid-
ed to the partnership, but
lost out on more income
during construction and
maybe even operation. A

few non-profit groups re-
ceived small grants to buy
good will. When the town
board signed a road-use
agreement with the Con-
stitution Pipeline Company,
the town was paid $56,000,
which it has since spent on
a 2012 Volvo grader.

Not all the effects were
financial. One concern of
the DEC was how the pipe-
line would be laid crossing
hundreds of streams, eigh-
teen of which are tributar-
ies to the Ouleout Creek
-- a potentially serious wa-
ter-quality issue. Also, our
Franklin community was
spared the inconvenience
of the year(s) of construc-
tion. More importantly, we
avoided a company taking
residence in our township
for decades, a company
that had repeatedly shown
itself to be untrustworthy.
At its first presentation to
the Franklin community,
CPC said that the right of
way was in the I-88 corridor
when in fact it was along the
ridge above. Also, the com-
pany claimed that it had not
studied routing the pipeline
down in the valley. Sub-
sequently, property own-
ers found that they could
not rely on the word of the
landmen who solicited the
easements.

Perhaps the greatest
advantage to Franklin is
that we avoided opening
the door to we know-not-
what that might come in
after. At the last minute, a
chain of one-hundred-foot
transmitter towers were

LOCAL, con’t from Page 3

qualifications. We meet as
needed, generally once a
month at the Franklin Farm-
house Community Center
or occasionally at a mem-
ber’s house for a pot-luck
supper.

The Farmers’ Market,
the website, and the NFR
continue to operate in our
15" year. But after more
than a decade, several of
our founders have moved
away and others are feel-
ing the burdens of age. Itis
time for a new generation
of Franklinites to join our
ranks and create exciting
new projects that answer
our evolving community’s
current and vital needs.

The possibilities are
endless.

If this catches your in-

added to the Constitution
project. With the restart of
the original pipeline proj-
ect (renamed Northeast En-
ergy Direct), TGP wanted to
build a compressor station
on the hill above the village,
plans for which kept ex-
panding to more compres-
sor power, outdoor cooling
units, and treatment using a
highly toxic chemical. CPC
refused to deny that they
also would build a mid-
stream compressor station
in Franklin.

More generally, we
avoided entrenching for
decades more damaging
infrastructure for using a
fossil fuel at a time when
our country is shifting to re-
newable energy.

Perhapsthe greatest dis-
advantage is that the county,
town, and school district will
not receive property taxes
from the company. How-
ever, the amount lost was
never clear. CPC claimed
that the combined annual
taxes would be close to a
$110,000 per mile or a mil-
lion dollars for the 9.4 miles
through Franklin. The com-
pany refused all requests to
justify this amount. Instead,
it referred us to an econom-
ic report from a consultant,

The Center for Governmen-
tal Research, which listed
this amount but provided
not one word of original re-
search or reference in sup-
port. The number seemed
to be pulled out of thin air.
Researching what pipeline
companies paid, we found
similar amounts promised
but nothing on how much
they actually paid once
shipping gas. Researching
what states received, we
found only one report from
Iowa Department of Rev-
enue which estimated an
average of $5,000 per mile.
Utilities are notorious for re-
turning repeatedly to town
assessors to argue-down
their payments, so much so
that the Delaware County
Board of Supervisors passed
a resolution to financially
support towns in court.

You can read this en-
tire chronicle online at
franklinlocal.org/nfr/nfr-in-
dex starting with issue #16.
With the continuing transi-
tion to sustainably gener-
ated electrical power, there
will be a need for greater
transmission capacity.
Should there be a restart of
the project to upgrade the
Marcy South lines, the NFR
will chronicle that.

Dew on Bunchberries (Cornus canadensis) Our smallest native dog-
wood, about six inches tall, spring-blooming, and grows in colonies.

Photo by Cat Gareth

terest, if you have an idea
you would like to bring
to the table, please get in
touch so we can let you
know the time and place of
our next meeting.

For further informa-
tion, email us at: https://
franklinlocal.org/contact/

We hope to hear from
you soon!
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SORIN, continued from Page 1

Americans in the era of Jim Crow
became the basis for both her
book, published in 2020 by W. W.
Norton & Company, and for a 2020
PBS documentary created by Sorin
and filmmaker Ric Burns.

Gretchen (Sullivan) Sorin was
born in Newark, New Jersey, the
daughter of African Americans
Clyde and Alvenia (Wooten) Sul-
livan. Sorin’s paternal great-grand-
mother, Chaney Sullivan, was born
a slave in South Carolina. Sorin’s
father’s father was white, a family
secret that Sorin did not learn until
she was twenty-five years old.

Sorin’s parents met in 1941,
when Clyde Sullivan was stationed
at Fort Bragg, near Fayetteville,
North Carolina, where Alvenia was
attending college. Shortly after
World War II, they got married and,
Sorin writes in her book, they were
eager to head north. In 1947, Sulli-
van traveled to Newark to become
the Newark Branch Photographer
for the Baltimore Afro-American.
Alvenia soon followed and found
a teaching job in Newark’s public
school system.

In Newark, where the Sul-
livans lived until Gretchen was
thirteen and the family moved to
“the New Jersey suburbs,” she
and her younger brother, Gary, of-
ten roamed the exhibitions at The
Newark Museum of Art. There,
Gretchen developed a passion for
museums and for this country’s
complex history.

In college at Rutgers Univer-
sity, a professor urged her to pur-

sue museum studies in graduate

school, which brought Sorinin 1974

to SUNY Oneonta’s Cooperstown

program (her M.A. thesis was on

the famous 18th-century Gadsby’s

Tavern in Alexandria, Virginia).
Since then, Sorin’s career has

involved curating and consulting at

museums and historical societies,

including local establishments like

the Hanford Mills Museum in East

Meredith, The Farmers Museum

in Cooperstown, and the Greater

Oneonta Historical

Society. In 1994 she

became Director of

the  Cooperstown

Graduate Program

in Museum Studies,

a neighbor of the

Fenimore Art Mu-

seum and the New

York State Historical

Association on Lake

Otsego. But for the

moment, the apex of

her career is Driving

While Black, which

contributed to her

being a 2021 finalist

for the NAACP’s Im-

age Award.

The book’s title becomes a
metaphor for traveling while Black
and, by extension, living while
Black. Sorin takes us first to the Af-
ricans who, at least 400 years ago,
were kidnapped and transported
to the New World, chained in the
holds of ships that delivered them
to slavery. These enslaved Africans
were unable to travel of their own
free will, but were forced to travel
by boat, cart or shank’s mare when

sold by one owner to another.

In the decades from the end of
the Civil War to the Civil Rights era,
African Americans used public
transportation. But Jim Crow laws,
segregation and discrimination
sent Black men and women to the
back of the bus or to the soot-filled
coach behind a train’s engine.

No wonder, then, that the ar-
rival of affordable automobiles
gave Black Americans mobility and
freedom. “Between the 1920s and

the 1960s,” writes
Sorin, “automobile
ownership changed
African Ameri-
can life” Trips to
visit relatives and
friends, or simply
see America, could
be made in comfort
and privacy. Or you
could pack your car
and move from a
southern state to a
lessracist part of the
country, to find jobs
and newly thriving
African American
communities.

Driving while Black definite-
ly faced obstacles. Well into the
1960s, especially in the South, the
majority of white-owned hotels,
motels, restaurants, and gas sta-
tions would not accept African
American guests or serve them.
Victor and Alma Green’s The Ne-
gro Motorist Green Book, published
annually from 1936 until 1966, be-
came an indispensable tool for
Black drivers, guiding them to
welcoming eateries and to private

homes offering an extra bedroom
or two.

Driving while Black has also
been perilous, which recent en-
counters with white law enforce-
ment continue to demonstrate.
Sorin remembered her parents
alerting her brother to the dangers
of being an African American man
behind the wheel, and she writes
in the book’s Epilogue about how,
when she and her husband, Mar-
tin D. Sorin, were teaching their
son, Gregory, to drive, “I cautioned
[Gregory] to be extremely careful
if a policeman stopped him.”

Sorin herself recounts a time
when a police officer “‘stopped
me on Route 20 for nothing. He
stopped me for not wearing my
seat belt,” she told me. “Of course
I was wearing my seat belt. Had
me sitting there for twenty-five
minutes for no reason. It was al-
most abusive. And he had followed
me for quite a while. And then he
let me go. It frightened me. When
you're stopped for absolutely no
reason, it’s particularly scary.”

But Driving While Black is “not
about attacking the police,” said
Sorin. “It’s about finding solutions
to problems. Americans don’t
know our shared history. But that
shared history informs who we are
today. That shared history provides
us with very valuable lessons.”

As Sorin writes, she hopes her
book “encourages us to consider
the context within which today’s
race relations developed. Looking
back often provides a way to move
forward.”
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Join us aT THe FrRankLiIn FarmeRrs’
MarkeT 2021 FOR FOOD anb Fun!!

The Franklin Farmers’ Market,
now in its 15™ season, continues ev-
ery Sunday through October 10th,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The open-air mar-
ket is located on the lawn of Cha-
pel Hall on Institute Street.

The market offers local pro-
duce and products for sale -
breads, rolls, beef, chicken, eggs,
dog treats, herbs, honey, jams, jel-
lies, jewelry, maple candies and
syrup, mushrooms, plant seed-
lings, pork and lamb, preserves, a
variety of produce, relishes, Scan-
dinavian baked goods, sunflower
oil, and fresh and smoked trout.
The market accepts coupons from
the Farmers’ Market Nutritional
Program.

Music at the Market pro-
gramming returns July 4%, 11 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., with performances ev-
ery Sunday through October 10™.
The line-up of local and traveling
musicians includes:

July 4%™: Jim Dorn - Singer/

songwriter playing pop, country,

and folk from the sixties through

present day on guitar and vocals.
July 11%: Iron Mountain Variety/

Steve Eisenberg & Jim Thompson

performing a vari-

ety of country, Celt-

ic, show tunes, rock

and roll, jazz, blues

and more on flute,

bodhran, harmoni-

ca, whistle, percus-

sion, and vocals.

compositions.

August 15™ Mike Herman -
Country blues on fingerpicked
guitar with rugged vocals from a
Northern Catskill performer.

August 227
Local Seisiun/
Jean Withrow, Jim
Haggerty & Kathy
Shimberg - Local
trio performing
tunes fit for an Irish
pub on traditional

July 18" Col- instruments.
leen Kattau & Jane August 29%™:
Zell - Bilingual Charlie & The
powerhouse Col- Roomers with Phil
leen Kattau offering Kathy Shimberg of Local Seisun Leinhart, Char-

Latin-influenced

Indy folk and socio-environmen-
talist music on guitar and vocals is
joined by Upstate New York favorite
Jane Zell for a blues, swing, and funk
flavor.

July 25%: Tributary/Kathy Shim-
berg, Dane Scudder & Ed Haher
— Folklore-enthusiasts playing old-
time, traditional music from the
mountains.

August 1%: Mary Frances Per-
ricone — A vocal performer hail-
ing back to music from the fifties
through the seventies.

August 8™ Catskill Mountain
Consort/Amy Pratt — Trio celebrat-
ing classical favorites and original

lie Reiman, Reg-
gie Barnes, Orion Palmer & Hank
Stahler - Featuring the master-
mind behind Fokish bread and
baked goods, the band will be
playing blues, funk, soul, country,
Nawleans, and more.

September 5%: The Old Mas-
ters/Tim Iversen, Dan Martin, &
Tom Ives — Group of long-time area
musicians playing jazz standards
out of the American Song Book.

September 12%: Hyzer Hillbil-
lies/Bill Duke, Gayle Brown & Jo-
seph Laureira — Local folk and blue-
grass group featuring cover songs
and originals on banjo and guitar.

September 19" Jason Starr

— Singer-songwriter with foot-
stomping country bluegrass music.

September 26™: Rickety Fence —
Playing a little bit of this and a little
bit of that, the trio performs songs
across genres and time periods.

October 3 Thumbs & The
Professor/Tim Iversen et al. -
Songwriters duet playing a wide
variety of blues, traditional and
original tunes on a wide variety of
instruments.

October 10™: Randy Miritello
— Nationally-touring musician mix-

A satisfied customer
ing classic country and blues for a
honkytonk good time.

Seating is available for these
free performances, beverages can
be purchased from the hospital-
ity tent, and food is available from
multiple vendors. NYS COVID-19

continued on next page
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Colleen Kittau

precautions are being followed,
and all customers and their house-
holds should be free of symptoms.
For the protection of the non-vac-
cinated children, patrons should

The market is hosted by Frank-
lin Stage Company, managed by
Franklin Local, and sponsored
by Greater Franklin Chamber of
Commerce. Music at the Market
is made possible with funds from
the Delaware County Arts Grants,
a regrant program of the New York
State Council on the Arts with the
support of Governor Andrew M.
Cuomo and the New York State
Legislature and administered
in Delaware County by the Rox-
bury Arts Group, the A. Lindsay
& Olive B. O’Connor Foundation,
and Delaware County Economic
Development.

For more information,
visit facebook.com/Frank-
linNYFarmersMarket/

wear masks.

CALLING COMMUNITY GROUPS

In celebration of community and entrepreneurial spirit,
The Farmers’ Market has a dedicated a market space for
the use of Franklin community groups and their fundrais-
ers. You are invited to request use of the space by emailing
FFM@Franklinlocal.org, or stop by and talk to Trish.

MARKET BASKET RAFFLE

Win a $50 minimum vaLue BaskeTt oF FRankLin Farmers’
MaRKeT GOODS- BReaD, MeaT, CHeese, VeGGles, FRUIT,
DEeSSeRT, FLOWERS, SOaP, anD moRe!

TickeTs avaiLaBLe $5 eacH THROUGH MONTH OF AUGUST aT
THe FRankLin FarmeRrs’ Marker.

Drawinc AucGusT 29, 2021

NEED NOT Be€ PRESENT FOR DRAWING, BUT MUST B€ avaiLaBLe FOR PICKUP.

© 2021 Eileen Crowell

Sponsored by the Greater Franklin Chamber of Commerce

FRANKLIN FARMERS MARKET

SUNDAYS 10-2 Memevial Nay weekend — Columbus Nay weekend

ot/ CRAPEL HALL on Tnstitute Streetin FRANKLIN

---------- B EEow roworamow & EF o

| CORDWOOD ACRES Fanm

Berries, garlic,

Empme Ancus Farm
Retail cuts of beef,

" EasT Broo}
Community anm

gourmet mushrooms, Open House, 2pm-6pm . special requests w/ notice -
: & goat milk soap. . 3rd Saturday, Jul-Oct (whole tenderloin, rib roast, etc.), .
: Farm Tour, Work Party, Potluck & 1/2 & whole beef available. :

L] L]

P F R RS

Fomsu
Massive choice of
certified organic :
breads, rolls, sweets & more. :

-----------

Ewm F R FF Foagr 5B F

, ' Hare & FeaTHer Farm :
Jams, fudge & cashew crunch.
Spec1al orders gladly accepted. :

Karen Bouton, Laurens, NY

IzzaBon :
Semi-precious stone ~
& metal jewelry

at an affordable price. .
Custom orders welcome. :

L]

lllllllll B FEow = w3 R ® & g " oy rar oW OE E R & & & EEm

SKyTOP S

: Orr-Roap MapLe : PRINGS " Best Do Cookies
= Gift sets &boxes - FisH Farm Handcrafted, all-natural -
) make the perfect . Pre-order online & pick-up at : dog cookies. :
: holiday gift . market. Harpersfield Cheese :  “Every day is a good day
: or Franklin souvenir. . &smoked trout dip-NEW! . for Best Dog Cookies!”

Ask about our farm tours

------------------------

TroLLBOK FarRm

Scandinavian baked treats
& farm goods.
Visit our farm store & eatery
in Otego, opening June 28th.

--------------

" Buko Bakep Goobs

Curated baker’s choice box
with a new menu each week.

SaloBe Farm :
Stop by to get the list for fall
1/2 or whole pork packages.

L R |
L B

-------------- w F & B F F xr ® S rRE F FmE SR &

Fnam(l.ln Fanmens ‘MarkeT

: HunT FOR YOUR GOODS aT THE MaRKeT BY CaPTURING :

THe eLusIve VenDOR STamPS/STICKERS.
Once You Have BaGGEeD YOUR CaTCH FROM €3aCH VenDOR { *
TRaDe THE Mam(e'r Manaaen FOR @ 5 MaRKeT COI.IPOD

B FE o PR

a @ oa o

o dFF

---------------------------------
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FRANKLIN CENTRAL SCHOOL SENIORS
THE CLASS OF 2021

Eighteen students will be graduating this year. We asked what their plans are.

Gretchyn Ackley (SUNY
Cobleskill) plans to
concentrate on Canine
Management.

Natalie Brown (SUNY Broome)
major yet undecided.

Jeff Bullis (SUNY Oneonta)
major undecided.

Kyle Chase will
be entering the auto
repair industry.

Breanna Ciborowski - her
plans are undecided as of now.

Bryce Davis
(SUNY Oneonta)
Sports management

Tori Decker (University of
Arkansas-Little Rock)
Science, Medicine.

Nate Dennis

KENNETH L. BENNETT
FUNERAL HOME

Emma Lobdell
(SUNY Delhi)

Business
Administration

425 MAIN STREET
FRANKLIN, NY 13776
607-829-2272

James Meyers will be
entering the workforce.
Plans are undecided.

Zach Ross will be entering
the Air Force.

WANES, con’t from Page 1

tions was exceeded by a
few spikes of a dozen or so
cases which were traced to
unwise indoor gatherings.
Our great failure came
with the cold winds of fall,
when people stayed in-

rus new hosts, we hope that
infections stay low. Also,
weather is warming, and
the virus is much less trans-
missible outdoors.

Likely it was the behav-
ior of a subpopulation of
residents that stalled the
decline. A national survey

Cole Ruff (Wells Col- doors and failed to take
lege) Sports Therapy and the necessary precautions.

a military program with 11us led to exponential
the NY National Guard. growth of infections in mid-

of holiday travel found that
people here made no re-
ductions compared to 2019,

Evan Sisson will

join the weld-
ing and building
trades.

October. Our peak was in
mid-January when we had
two weeks with over 150
positives each -- six times
higher than the first peak.
In Delaware County,
we did not see an expo-
nential decline until late
April, months later than
the rest of the state. While
New York saw a small up-
tick in infections in March
and April, our county saw

the least of any county in the
state and one of only three
such counties in the entire
northeast. Also, residents
of Delaware County have
remained the slowest to get
vaccinated of any county in
our region. The politiciza-
tion of precautions contin-
ues to do its damage.

With no lockdown, most
children ineligible for the
vaccine, and a substantial

j Leo Temple (SUNY Brockport
f;él{éﬁﬁzgonia) major Exercise IS)cie(nce. port) a third peak nearly as large Percentage of adults refus-
in Graphic Desian/ J as the second. Now that the %ng vgccmgtmng, the rate of
>rap gn/ vaccinated people - and to infection is unlikely to fall
Animation/Illustration a lesser extent the recov- O the levels of last summer.
ered - are denying the vi-
Paige Dutcher
Valedictorian Megan Yager (SUNY DELAWARE COUNTY PANDEMIC
(SUNY Binghamton) Delhi) with a later March 2020 to May 2021
Biology transfer to a program in 500
sonography.
400
E 300
E
Xander Hilgers Tanner Young will be Ezﬂﬂ

entering the workforce.
Plans are undecided.

will be entering the auto
collision repair industry.

—
1=
=

5 10 15
Monthly (Four Weeks)

Compiled by Lynne Kemen

“This is a resilient class that played a role in bringing our district back from
the depths of COVID-19. As government restrictions began to relax, they were
one of the first classes in the district to return as a full class every day. They par-
ticipated in a senior breakfast and are looking forward to other upcoming events
we will host for the Class of ‘21. They are a brave and driven group of young in-
dividuals who make us proud. To the Class of ‘21, best of luck to you in the future,
you will always have to think, so think big!”

-- Brendan Coyle, FCS Counselor and Dean of Students.

“The message I have left for the Class of 2021 is a quote from the great NBA
player Michael Jordan: “Obstacles don’t have to stop you. If you run into a wall,
don’t turn around and give up. Figure out how to climb it, go through it, or work
around it.”

-- Bonnie Johnson, FCS Interim Superintendent

The New Franklin Register sends very best wishes and congratulations to

the Class of 2021.
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INSIDE LOCAL REAL ESTATE with SUSAN BARNETT

AQUESTION OFVALUE:
What’s Your House Worth Now?

By Susan Barnett

A house on Main Street in the
village of Franklin sold this spring.
It was a very nice house. It didn'’t
have the biggest yard in town. It
didn’t have a bunch of outbuild-
ings. What it had was curb appeal,
some history, a lot of interior charm
- and it was in Franklin. A major
plus in today’s market. It had mul-
tiple offers. The selling price was
comfortably north of $200,000.

Another historic home in the
village went on the market short-
ly afterwards. It was priced even
higher. It had an accepted offer in
less than a week.

This is no doubt a jolt to people
who have lived here long enough
to remember when you could get
a good house for half that, or even
less. A lot less, in some cases.

Those days appear to be gone.
But no one can predict what the
real estate market will look like in
one, two, or even five years.

The stories are all over the news,
but there is no consensus. One
pundit writes a vehement warning
that the housing bubble is about
to crash. Another suggests there’s
no end in sight. Others advise both
buyers and sellers to wait and see.

But everyone agrees that this
is a unique situation: a pandemic,
overpriced housing in overcrowd-
ed cities, a region that’s already an
appealing weekend destination,

newly reliable internet - all that,
combined with a growing accep-
tance by employers that working
remotely not only works, but saves
money on office space.

I see who is moving to this area
and why. I'm sure this year’s over-
heated market won’t last forever,
but I see no reason to think that a
charming rural Catskills town with
pretty widespread high-speed in-
ternet will lose its appeal to people
who see $200,000 as a bargain price
for a place where they
can live and work from
home.

A combination
of new businesses, a
lot of buzz, and a de-
sire for safety have
resulted in a pent-up
demand for houses in
Franklin. Specifically
in Franklin.

Downstate buyers love Andes
and Bovina, but they’re finding
those areas way too expensive.
Franklin has the small-town feel,
the historic charm, and the same
countryside they love in Andes and
Bovina. The thriving arts scene in
Franklin and Treadwell is another
draw all its own.

Some agents and buyers don’t
understand what’s happening in
the Franklin market, so they con-
sider today’s prices unrealistic
when houses are first listed here.
What do they think when those
houses sell quickly for at or near
the asking price?

Determining value in this mar-

ket is tricky. Tra-
ditionally, a realtor
does a comparable
market analysis to set
the correct price for a

UPSTATECOUNTRYREALTY.COM

PX

home. We look at the

sales price of every similar home
in the area for the past year or two,
then tweak to adjust for differences
in square footage, acreage, or loca-
tion. A formula that used to work.

But the formula doesn’t re-
flect the odd sellers’ market we've

been in since last year.
There’s very little for
sale. A Franklin ad-
dress adds a premium.
So, determining price
is about the house, the
location, but also the
demand.

It’s not just Frank-
lin, certainly. I've sold
houses sight unseen in

Cooperstown as well. I've written
two purchase offers this spring on
houses that weren’t even technical-
ly on the market yet (both were ac-
cepted). Buyers routinely have lost
two or three attempted purchases,
so when something good becomes
available, they’re all over it.

But buyers aren’t uncritical. The
premium prices are for premium
properties - for homes with history,
with great locations, that are well
maintained. It takes work for a home
to show well, but it’s worth it: an im-
peccable property gets top dollar.

A house that needs work, even
a solid house with too much de-
ferred maintenance, will not com-

mand top prices. It will linger on
the market until, little by little, the
price drops to a point where buy-
ers see it as good value.

Selling a house is ninety per-
cent preparation, and no realtor
can do that for you. What a realtor
can do is advise you what work
needs to be done, and what is the
easiest - and cheapest - way to
make your house show well.

There is a downside to this sell-
ers’ market. It’s hard on first-time
homebuyers. It’s hard on people
with limited incomes. And it’s cer-
tainly hard on seniors looking to
downsize. They can sell their big
homes, no problem, but finding
a suitable place to go is tough. I
have clients who’ve been renting
since selling their home last year.
They still haven’t found a new
home that works for them. There’s
too little available, and too much

competition.

There’s a cartoon online that
illustrates this market pretty
accurately.

A young couple is standing in
front of a house with their realtor.

“l don’t know,” one of them
tells her. “We'd really like to look
at something higher priced.”

“Okay,” she responds. “I can
bring you back and show you this
house again tomorrow.”


https://www.upstatecountryrealty.com
https://www.upstatecountryrealty.com

LIBRARY

NEW BOOK REVIEWS

CLAP WHENYOU LAND
By Elizabeth Acevedo

Reviewed by Lynne Kemen

This new Young Adult
book concerns two girls,
only months apart in age,
who unknowingly share the
same father. He has been
juggling two families, one
in New York City, one in the
Dominican Republic.

The story is a fictional-
ized account of an aircraft
accident that happened
a few months after 9/11.
A plane crashes just after
take-off from New York City,
heading to the Dominican
Republic. There are no sur-
vivors. Until the accident,
their father, Papi, lived nine
months of the year in the
Bronx and three months in

a small village in the D.R.
Both girls adore him.

The book is in verse,
and each girl has alter-
nating chapters. We learn
about their lives and how
the loss impacts each.
Camino lives with her aunt,
a healer for her village in
D.R. Camino wants to go
to Columbia University to
study medicine. Her half-
sister Yahaira has very dif-
ferent interests. She is not
good in school butis aNYC
champion chess player.
The characters are well-
written and likable.

Other people are aware
of the situation and enable
it. The father is not an evil
person, just torn by his
desire to live two very dif-
ferent lives. Each girl has
strong female role models.

LIBRARIAN’S PICKS
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The MIDNIGHT
LIBRARY
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THE MIDNIGHT
LIBRARY

By Matt Haig

Nora’s life is in sham-
bles. She is in her thirties
and nothing is going right
for her. She has lost her
job, lost her best friend,
and her cat is dead. She
sees her life as worthless.
So she tries to end it.

Instead of dying, she
wakes up in the Midnight
Library. Not your everyday

The girls finally meet when
their father’s body is recov-
ered and flown back to the
D.R. for burial.

It is a well-written book
that manages to engage,
teach,and touch the reader.

By Wendy Barckhaus

library. Each book on the
shelves offers Nora an al-
ternate version of her life.
What if she had made dif-
ferent choices, handled her
relationships differently?
The options are endless.

Heavy?  Depressing?
Not so. Who hasn’t looked
back and thought, “If
only...”? And Nora learns
some useful things about
herself and life. Matt Haig
has written a thoughtful
and entertaining book.

WORLD TRAVEL

An Irreverent Guide

By Anthony Bourdain

Started before Bour-
dain’s death, this book was
completed by his long-
time collaborator, Laurie

Woolever.

Bourdain writes in a
voice familiar to viewers of
his television show. He has
been everywhere and is an
eager guide to places like
New York City, Cuba, Myan-
mar, or Paris.

He recommends res-
taurants (such as Katz’s

Deli), museums, outings.
He advises readers to learn
about the culture and his-
tory of a destination, but
not to prejudge a place
based on second-hand
information.

The book includes es-
says by Bourdain’s friends
and beautiful illustrations
by Wesley Allsbrook.
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THE LETTER
AT THE

Little cramped words scrawling all over the paper
Like draggled fly’s legs,

What can you tell of the flaring moon
Through the oak leaves?

Or of my uncertain window and the bare floor
Spattered with moonlight?
Your silly quirks and twists have nothing in them
Of blossoming hawthorns,
And this paper is dull, crisp, smooth, virgin of loveli-
ness

Beneath my hand.

| am tired, Beloved, of chafing my heart against
The want of you;

Of squeezing it into little inkdrops,

And posting it.

And | scald alone, here, under the fire

Of the great moon.

Amy Lowell was born in 1874. She lived and worked in
Brookline, MA. She was a member of the Imagist move-
ment, which emphasized clear and direct language. She
wrote six poetry collections, two books of criticism, and
a biography of John Keats. A lesbian, she had a long re-
lationship with Ada Dwyer Russell. She died in 1925 and
was awarded a posthumous Pulitzer Prize in 1928 for her
collection What’s O’Clock.

The Letter is in the public domain.

-- Bertha Rogers

The true story of a classic American jury trial
Set in one of America’s favorite hometowns

Written by Franklin resident Tom Morgan

Available at the Fenimore Art Museum in
Cooperstown, at local bookstores, and Amazon
To order:
www.fenimoreartmuseum.org;
tomasinmorgan. com; upstateempire.com
or call 607-547-1422
All proceeds to benefit the Fenimore Art Museum



https://www.fenimoreartmuseum.org
https://www.tomasinmorgan.com
http://upstateempire.com
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CATSKILL CATS

MUSIC NOTEeS

sy JOHIN O’CONINOR

SO LONG, FRANKLIN
FARMERS MARKET

For the first time in
more than a dozen years, I
will not be singing this sea-
son at the Franklin Farmers
Market. It pains me to say
this, probably much more
than it will pain the many
merchants and patrons who
have said they have en-
joyed my music as a main-
stay of the Market.

Not long after the FFM
first set up its village of mer-
chant tents, I began bring-
ing my small sound system
to the steps of the Franklin
Stage Company, and my
bag of folk, country, and
original songs to share with
the community. I played for
free, for love of song, on oc-
casion accepting a small
fee for expenses when the
FFM had a little extra cash
on hand. Sometimes chil-
dren would join me on the
porch and dance. Often,
my good friend and com-
rade, Gene Marner, joined
me and played spoons. I
looked forward to it every
Sunday I was available, and

it is hard to ex-

press how much

it meant to me in so many
ways.

Alas, I am compelled
not to grace those steps
again. It's my fault. Or I
should say the fault of the
innate sense of justice that
has guided me my whole
life. You see, in 2019, due
to the good work of some
folks at Franklin Local
(which runs the market),
enough money was raised
from various grants to pay
musicians to play.

As soon as I heard the
news, I met with a commit-
tee of Franklin Local and
we worked out the formula
to pay musicians the Local
443 (musicians’ union) min-
imum rates for freelance
musicians. I was an execu-
tive board member of Local
443 at the time; I am now
its Vice President. (Those
who know me at all, know
I have been a union activ-
ist my whole life and have
been very active in bring-
ing fairness to musicians
all over the country.) If you
go to the FFM web page,

you will find an
article written by
me touting the
fine line-up of
musicians (many
of them contact-
ed and booked
by me) for the
season of 2019.
I bragged to the commu-
nity (from Cooperstown to
Delhi) about how the FFM
raised funds and was pay-
ing union minimums.

That ended at the be-
ginning of this year’s Mar-
ket season. After reaching
out to Franklin Local for
several months, asking for a
meeting so we could set up
the same system we used in
2019, I was ultimately told
by its leadership that they
would not meet with me.
(They did meet on their own
on a date that I clearly indi-
cated was a date I would not
be in town.) Franklin Local
set its own rates for musi-
cians that in effect overpays
some musicians and under-
pays others.

When objections were
voiced by me (and the pres-
ident of Local 443), the re-
ply was that Franklin Local
believed their rates were
fair*. This struck a familiar
chord. The whole country
had just followed the news
of Amazon employees or-
ganizing over, among other

things, unfair wages. Jeff
Bezos disagreed. He said
he was paying fairly. Now, I
am not saying Franklin Lo-
cal is Jeff Bezos, but I am
saying it is not up to Frank-
lin Local, as the employer of
musicians, to decide what
is fair.

So, my friends, if I am
protesting the unfair treat-
ment of musicians, I can’t
very well accept the op-
portunity to play if it means
undermining the minimum
rates set forward by the
musicians’ organization of
which I am Vice President.

Yes, I suppose it is a
small thing. I should get
over it. (Like, why should
Franklin Local sit down

with someone who gave
them over twelve vyears
of free music?) But I am
plagued with this annoying
sense of justice and fair-
ness, and because Franklin
Local has decided to de-
fine fairness in contradic-
tion to what area musicians
democratically vote on
as fair, I sadly have to de-
cline. Frankly, it breaks a
little piece of my heart.

*One Franklin Local board
member Iinformed me that the
decision to refuse to pay the 2019
rates was not unanimous.

NOTE: The Franklin
Farmers’Marketreplieson
line at https://franklinlo-
cal.org/matm2021


https://franklinlocal.org/matm2021/
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tion, responsiveness, and
efficiency.

Like many similar small,
rural towns, Franklin has
been changing. It is a far
different place than it was
twenty years ago, or even
ten years ago. Dairy farm-
ing, while still important,
is no longer the driving
force of the local economy.
While it is essential to pre-
serve the rural character
of Franklin and respect
our agricultural heritage,
it is also necessary to look
toward the future. Simply
maintaining the status quo
is not enough.

The town board can
do more to help ensure a
brighter future for the Town
of Franklin. Instead of wait-
ing to react when some-
thing happens, the board
should pro-actively work
toward making the town
and village more attractive
to 21¢ century businesses
and entrepreneurs — busi-
nesses that depend on the
internet, professionals who
can work from home, and
maybe even tourism.

The board should also
try to obtain outside fund-
ing from the state and fed-
eral governments, or other
sources, for projects that
can benefit the town.

What does that mean?

Let’s turn to a word that
we’'ve been hearing a lot
lately - infrastructure. For
instance, we have been
promised improved broad-
band access for years. It
is coming, but slowly and
only to limited portions of
the town. The board should
add its voice to the chorus
calling for a faster, wider
build-out of this essential
tool for 21 century busi-
ness and education and do
what it can to expedite the
build-out currently under-
way.

And while mobile
phone service has im-
proved over the last few
years, there are still large
parts of Franklin where
service is nonexistent and
other areas where it is
spotty at best. Perhaps ad-
ditional towers need to be
built - and those require
permits. The town should
do whatever it can to expe-
dite the siting of necessary
facilities to improve wire-
less access.

We understand that the
town board may have lim-
ited influence or authority
to bring about these goals
but, as our representa-
tives, they can, at the very
least, lobby strongly on our
behalf.

There are other chang-
es, though, that can be
made more readily. Easy

ones. Information about
board actions, decisions,
and financial reports should
be accessible on an official
Town of Franklin website.
Minutes from board meet-
ings should be published
online. Forms, records, and
documents appropriate for
public access should be
available online so that res-
idents are not restricted to
the limited in-person hours
at the town offices. Board
members and town officers
should have official email
addresses.

There are many other
issues that are important to
all of us who live in Frank-
lin. Transparent, account-
able, responsive govern-
ment benefits everyone.

Economic develop-
ment, community involve-
ment and environmental
stewardship are not mutu-
ally exclusive endeavors.
We can protect the envi-
ronment while encourag-
ing new business, helping
established ones, and pre-
serving the right to farm.

This all sounds like a
tall order. It is, for sure. It
won't — it can ‘t — happen all
at once. But it can happen if
we work together.

Which is why we start-
ed The Franklin Party. We
hope you will join us.

OUTDOORS
ON THE
CHAPEL HALL
LAWNE

25 Institute Street, Franklin, NY
607.829.3700

FranklinStageCompany.org
Ei 8 /FranklinStage

NEW YORK
gPPORTUNtvm

Council on
the Arts

BRIGHT HILL PRESS & LITERARY CENTER
Schedule Of Summer Events 2021

June 24, 7 PM - Word Thursdays — Denise B. Dailey
and Alice Pettway - Zoom and Facebook Live

July 8, 7 PM - Word Thursdays — Nandini Bhattacha-
rya (Houston, TX) - Zoom and Facebook Live

July 12 - 16 (8:30 AM - 2:30 PM) Young Collectors Club
- In person distanced workshop taught by Bertha Rogers
with Katharine Kreisher - Program developed with Bea-
trice Georgalidis

July 26 - 30 (8:30 AM - 2:30 PM) Artistic storytelling
through iPhone photography, with Nick Kelsh (In person,
distanced workshop)

July 22,7 PM - Word Thursdays - Millicent Borges Ac-
cardi and Elizabeth Maxey

Bugust 1 & 8 (3-5 PM) Comedy writing workshop led
by SuYates “So,You Think You're Funny: Let’s Write It”

Bugust 9 - 13 (8:30 AM - 2:30 PM) Legends of the stars
and planets - In person distanced workshop taught by
Bertha Rogers

August 12, 7 PM - Word Thursdays — Featuring See-
ing Things chapbook series poets: David Bachner, Vicki
Whicker - Zoom and Facebook Live

August 26, 7 PM - Word Thursdays — Featuring See-
ing Things chapbook series poets Lynne Kemen, Julene
Waffle - Zoom and Facebook Live

ADVERTISE IN YOUR HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER!

THE NEW FRANKLIN REGISTER

CONTACT

MANETTE BERLINGER
AT

manette.berlinger@gmail.com
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Arts

UpState

with
JACK
SIMAN

Keith Haring:
RADIANT VISION

Fenimore Art Museum

May 29 - September 6
Featuring work from the
Cassinelli/Preston collection
A travelling exhibition by PAN
ART Connections Inc

“Radiant Baby”

In the 1980s, while my
friends and I strategized
how to get into Studio 54,
this kid with glasses could
be seen regularly defacing
the walls of NYC subway
platforms - drawing with
white chalk on black-pa-
pered frames that used to
hold advertisements.

While those of us “on
the street” enjoyed that this
guy was drawing dogs and
babies on the bleak walls of
the platforms - seeing Keith

EXPLORE
FTPOWER
o/ PAST

Call 607.278.5744 to reserve your
guided tour and experience 175 years
of Catskills ingenuity at this historic

water-powered mill.

Looking for more local things to do?
Find nearby provisions, adventures,
and treasures at:

www.ExploreMore.hanfordmills.org

Haring as a cool dude mak-
ing cool images in the war-
rens of our subway system
— upstairs, the art galleries
and the world of culture
were beginning to catch
onto the guy’s potential.
The Fenimore Art Mu-
seum has staged an exhi-
bition that could compete
with any museum in the
world in quality of works
chosen, content presented
in the wall texts, exhibition
design and execution. The
choice of matte black fram-
ing is a beautiful compli-
ment to the direct power
and simplicity of Haring’s
work.
And when
two Liebowitz
photographs
are exhib-
ited, those
two frames,
though black,
have deli-
cately carved
surfaces, to
complement
the more deli-

HANFORDMILLS.ORG

51 County Hwy 12, East Meredith, NY

cate photographic medium
of silver and gelatin on pa-
per, in contrast to the bold
ink on paper directness
of the Haring works hung
around them. The Haring/
Burroughs collaboration
“Apocalypse” is a beauti-
fully installed monument.
A formidable achieve-
ment, its inclusion enables
us to peek

inside a

different
facet
Haring’s
diversity of

style and

view work

made

shortly after he was diag-
nosed with AIDS.

In his interview of
April 1983 on Milwaukee'’s
Channel 12, Haring;, as “the
prominent graffiti artist of
the day,” comes across as
unaffected, articulate, gen-
uine, and eager to please.

Haring’s jour-
nals (a collec-
tion is on sale
at the muse-
um’s gift shop
and worth a
read) reveal an

of

honest, child-
loving man:
“When I do

drawings with
or for children,

Keith Haring  {pore is a level

of sincerity that seems hon-
est and pure. Admittedly,
even some children keep
their autographs because
they are told they might be
worth something later. But
most of them keep them
because they love them.”

I used to think Haring’s
Pop Shop was self-promo-
tion but then came to see
he was
fulfilling
his need
to get his
stuff out to
a broader
public. (By
this point
in his ca-
reer, he was not in need of
publicity.) Haring, with a
nod to Warhol, believed art
should be accessible to ev-
eryone and the Pop Shop
was how he delivered it.

Haring’s line is heavy,
strong, and deliberate.
Knitted into an image, the
in-your-face power of his
line is expressive despite
its weight. Amazing that
Haring drew directly onto
his surface without follow-
ing a sketched layout, yet
he achieved a resolved
composition, made up as
he went along drawing.
His work satisfies the aes-
thetic needs of the viewer;
his placement of the sub-
ject — as in the Medusa

“Medusa”

“Growing #2”

head - points up his intui-
tive brilliance at composi-
tion. A subway drawing in
white chalk on black pa-
per of a dog barking as a
winged tv set flies over his
head, with the tv broadcast-
ing the image of a Radiant
Baby? Who knows what it
means? Growing #2 (1988),
a Mixtec-like totemic im-
age, suggests a private
mythology but does not
supply a Rosetta stone to
translate. But it demands
attention, and its mystery is
seductive. Haring created
his own iconic language of
imagery.

Driving back from the
Fenimore, I could not help
but see every road sign as
a Haring image - simple,
direct, made to be read
while passing by. Unless
you have been coached
by driver’s ed to see a pe-
destrian crossing sign as
no more than a pedestrian
crossing the road, that fleet-
ing image offers something
essential and enigmatic.

FOR SALE

A selection of
the egg tempera paintings of

GAIL BUNTING

Contact John Ott
JHOTT727@gmail.com
607-723-0728

Night Heron

Wood Anemone
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by on the street. Every-
thing is noteworthy when
you are three, four, or five.

Most of us probably
have a vague understand-
ing of what Head Start does,
but do we understand its
true mission or what it is all
about?

Head Start began as an
eight-week summer pro-
gram in 1965, overseen
by an eminent psycholo-
gist and an equally distin-
guished pediatrician. Their
findings ultimately resulted
in the creation of a blue-
print outlining the ambi-
tious program that became
Head Start. Part of Lyndon
Johnson’s War on Poverty, its
goal was to break the cycle
of poverty for at least half a
million children. Over fifty
years later, it has served
more than 37,000,000 chil-
dren and their families.
Now a federal program fully
funded by the Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Head Start delivers
comprehensive early learn-
ing, health, nutrition, and
family support services to
children ages three to five.

More than 1,700 local
Head Start programs oper-
ate in every state and in ev-
ery congressional district
in the U.S., with significant
diversity across the com-
munities in which they ap-
pear — rural, urban, subur-
ban, migrant and seasonal,
Native American. Because
of the overwhelmingly
positive impact this pro-
gram has provided over the
last five decades, it enjoys
broad bi-partisan support
among voters, something
we can all applaud in these
conflicted times. Children
who participate in Head
Start are school-ready, less
likely to need special edu-
cation, and more likely to
graduate from high school
and go on to college. Who
could argue with benefits
like these?

In Franklin, we are for-
tunate to have had Head
Start in our village since
1995. This amazing and
meaningful program be-
gan here as a half-day pro-
gram, but just last year, it
was expanded to full day.
The Franklin Head Start is
one of nine centers across
Delaware County overseen
by Delaware Opportuni-
ties Inc., a not-for-profit
community-action agency.
Since its inception in ’95,
an estimated 300-350 chil-
dren in Franklin alone have
been served by the Head
Start Program.

Franklin Head Start is
open to children ages three
to five from 8:30 A.M.to
2:30 P.M., Monday through

Friday. It is an inclusive
program, serving a nutri-
tious breakfast, lunch, and
a snack, all of which follow
Child and Adult Care Food
Program guidelines. How
lucky to have this program
right here in Franklin!

The dedicated and
caring teachers currently
provide loving and educa-
tional care for seven chil-
dren. To participate, the
child must be three years
old by December 1 of the
current year. Income eligi-
bility guidelines are 100%
of the poverty level;, how-
ever, all interested are en-
couraged to apply, regard-
less of income, because a
certain number of higher
income slots are allowed
each year. Currently, there
are openings for three and
four-year-olds.

The program closed for
the summer on June 9* but
will start up again on Sep-
tember 7%. To see if your
child/ren might be eligi-
ble for the fall session, call
Franklin Head Start at 607-
829-3312, or fill out an on-
line application, available
at the Delaware Opportu-
nities website at https://
delawareopportunities.
org/HeadStart.htm

And be sure to wave
and say hi when you see
those kids out for a walk!
They will love it!

HOBART IS ALIVE;

Located on NY State Route 10, the Hobart Book Village of the Catskills
is an eclectic center of 7 bookshops, each with a unique atmosphere
as generalist and specialist subject shops, focusing on used, new, and
antiquarian books, art, crafts, cooking, and local & global publishers.

“If you love books, you will love us!”

~ 8th Bookshop Coming Soon: QUARRY BOOKS ~

Open Daily
ligelat B
Memorial Day
Weekend
thru Columbus
Day Weekend:

Adams’ Antiquarian Books
Blenheim Hill Books
Creative Corner Books
Liberty Rock Books, LLC

LionEyesBooks

More Good Books
NY Books and Ephemera

(featuring “Made In New York?’)

VINTAGE BOIT T EGGA
~ Clozrlhirsgc PBPowultigue —

Thrifted & Vintage Style Clothing & Merchandise featuring
Women’s & Men’s Clothing, Fabrics, and Unique Oddities.

MOUNT UTSAYANTHA REGIONAL ARTS LEAGUE
“MURAL on Main” Art Gallery & Gift Shop

SERVING THE LOCAL ART
COMMUNITY FOR 38 YEARS.

OPEN: Noon -4 pm SATURDAYS
April to December

Hobart Farmers’ Market every Friday 4-p.m. with Local Produce, Food & Crafts as
well as Activities, Music and an Evening Outdoor Movie (weather permitting).

TROLL, con’t from Page 1

both their families are in-
volved in the business. Itis
a multigenerational opera-
tion, like others in the area
such as Stony Creek Farm
in Walton. At Trollbok, Jo-
han’s mother Pamela helps
with the baking and cook-
ing, brother Sebastian is
setting up their farm store
which will open this sum-
mer, and Alissa’s father has
established a beekeeping
operation at the farm.

According to Alissa,
“Trollbok is Swedish for
spell book or story book.”
If you have bought their
baked goods at the Frank-
lin Farmers’ Market, you
know that their products
have a magical quality. Fa-
erie Dust Cakes, Spiced
Treasure Mini Loaves, Troll
Muffins, and Lingonberry
Cardamon Granola are
among the delicacies they
offer. Most of what they
sell is influenced by Johan’s
Swedish heritage.

While Johan and Alissa
plan to be at the Franklin
Farmers’ Market throughout
the summer, they are work-
ing on another operation
that will also be of interest to
the people of Franklin. They
have purchased and are cur-

rently setting up a farm store
on Route 7 in Otego. Many
may remember it as the lo-
cation of the Big M Super-
market, across from the en-
trance road to I-88.

There are plans for
a cafeteria such as you
might find in Scandinavia.
Breakfast and lunch will be
served. Fresh coffee, cu-
rated tea blends, Swedish
baked goods, and home-
made soups will be sold.
Ingredients for their prod-
ucts will be sourced from
local farms. In addition
to the cafeteria, the farm
store will sell locally grown
produce and eventually
dairy products and meats
will be available. There
will also be local vendors
and artisans. Johan de-
scribed it as a “place for
the community.”

Of course, my first ques-
tion was, “Will there be ice
cream?” He said that a lot
of people have asked that
question, so they are look-
ing into finding a local ice
Cream source.

A few specialties will be
offered, such as a selection
of blended teas and racks
of microgreens. A sub-
scription service for Troll

Boxes is planned. They will
be short run food boxes
created around homemade
soups and breads.

The Otego building is
generous in size and there
are future plans to install a
creamery at the back of the
store. Pamela Grimm is fan
of Hushallsost, a Swedish
farmer’s cheese, which isn’t

Alissa Borshenko & Johan Grimm
at Trollbok Farm in Otego
Photo by Carla Nordstrom

produced domestically.
She has been in touch with
Cornell Extension, local
milk producers, and Swed-
ish cheese makers to come
up with a way to produce
Hushallsost in Otego. She
has also set her sights on

selling the cheese to Ikea
which has stores through-
out the U.S.

Alissa and Johan’s farm
is located on a south-facing
slope about a mile from the
store. Itis a luscious proper-
ty with a mix of pasture and
wooded areas, overlook-
ing the valley. While Johan
has put in an orchard of fruit
trees and they are growing
vegetables in a high tunnel,
there are no plans to farm
the property. They are hop-
ing to use the farm to attract
tourists to Otego to experi-
ence the beauty of the re-
gion. They see it as a place
where people can come for
day visits to enjoy picnics,
hike along mowed ftrails,
and enjoy the view.

Johan said that there
are great cooks in his fam-
ily who enjoy entertain-
ing and socializing. With
these skills, the different
business ventures they are
planning to set up in Otego
sound perfect after a year
of staying at home due to
the pandemic.

Visit Trollbok on line
at: https://www.facebook.
com/trollbok.



https://delawareopportunities.org/headstart.htm
http://www.hobartbookvillage.com
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YOUR TOWN
GOVERNMENT
Part 11

Rules and Regs of Public
Meetings and Appointments

By Brian Brock

Monthly meetings of the
Town of Franklin board
have been held on Tues-
days for over 200 years.
Currently they are on the
second Tuesday of the
month, except when there
is a conflict, such as with
Election Day. Notices of all
meeting should be publi-
cized. The time and place
of these regular meeting
have beenpublished inThe
Reporter in early January
and in all issues of The New
Franklin Register. They
should be posted in one
or more prominent public
place in Franklin, as speci-
fied in resolution. Current-
ly the list is posted in the
office of the clerk. In ad-
dition, upcoming meetings
are listed on the homepage
of the town website. Each
year, there are a few spe-
cial meetings on imminent
matters, and notice of them
should be posted at least
three days before. Only
matters listed in the notice
may be acted upon.

There mustbe a quorum
of three of the five members
of the board to do business.
Meetings are generally
open to the public, as re-
quired by the New York
State Open Meetings Law.
However, the board may go
into executive (closed) ses-
sion for part of the meeting,
but only to discuss certain
subjects, such as person-
nel, negotiations, litiga-
tions, or criminal matters.
The subject of the session
must be disclosed before-
hand, which has not always
been done. Our board al-
lows anyone in the audi-
ence to raise a matter of
concern, although this is
not required by law. Cur-
rently this happens at the
end of the session. Meet-
ings are sparsely attended
by townspeople, typically
by only one or two regu-
lars and maybe someone
bringing a particular con-
cern. With no published
agenda, residents can nev-
er be sure if what is being
considered is of interest to
them. If a reporter for the
local weekly attends or
watches the video, then an
article is printed in The Re-
porter the following week.

The Reporter is the offi-
cial newspaper of the town,
and therefore all required
legal notices are printed
in its classified section,
including a calendar of

regular meetings, special
meetings, tax collection,
the assessment roll, finan-
cial reports, calls for bids,
public hearings, budget
hearings, employment op-
portunities and franchise
agreements. In addition,
some towns include notices
of organizational meetings,
audit meetings, budget
workshops, seasonal road
closures, foreclosures, and
permissive referendums.
Minutes of the meetings,
which are recorded by the
town clerk and approved
by the board, are on file in
the town office, 554 Main
Street. Minutes are not
posted to the town website,
but they are on the Franklin
Local website at franklinlo-
cal.org/franklin-town-
board-minutes/

By the Open Meet-
ing Law, a draft of minutes
must be available no more
than two weeks after the
meeting, one week if there
was an executive session.
Minutes from 1793 to 1994
(handwritten until 1961)
are on microfilm, which is
now stored at the Delaware
County Historical Associa-
tion; formerly in the Frank-
lin Free Library. Minutes
from more recent years
are filed at the office of the
town clerk. Meetings have
been videotaped since
Tony Breuer started the
practice in 2016. For the
first few years they were
posted on the website of
Franklin Local because the
board declined to build
a town website. With the
onset of the pandemic last
year, Breuer passed-on the
taping to councilman Bru-
no. In addition, the town
started an official website
last year, which posts these
videos as required by law
at https://town-of-franklin-
ny.org/town-council/. For
the planning board, the
meeting calendar and min-
utes are posted on its page
of the town website.

Appointments

The supervisor and
four council members do
not run our town all by
themselves. Our board
hires or appoints for over
three dozen positions - see
diagram on this page.

Annual appointments of
officials include: attorney,
code enforcement officer,
court clerk, deputy fiscal
officer, dog enumerator,
fiscal officer, health officer,
historian, and planning
board chairman. These
appointments should be
made at the annual or-
ganizational meeting in
early January. Town posi-
tions that no longer exist
include constables, sealer
of weights and measures,

fence viewers, and poor
masters, a.k.a. overseers
of the poor. At one time, it
was the town government
that looked after the less
fortunate.

While the board has
appointed the deputies to
highway superintendent,
supervisor, and town clerk,
these are assistants to duly
elected officials. Only the
highway superintendent
and town clerk have the
power to appoint their own
deputies under Town Law,
Article 3: Town Officers,
Powers, Duties and Com-
pensation. The board may
appoint the deputy super-
visor, but only if the su-
pervisor fails to do so. The
town board does appoint
the court clerk, but only
with the advice and con-
sent of the sitting justice.

For the last two years,
the board has presented
a list of annual appoint-
ments in January, but no
vote to approve them was
recorded in the minutes of
the meeting. These actions
and inactions by the board
raise the question of the le-
gality of the appointment of
town officials and therefore
the legality of their actions.

Not all of these posi-
tions are uniquely filled.
The deputy supervisor is
also a council member,
the deputy superintendent
is also an employee in the
highway department, and
the town clerk also serves
as tax collector, record
management officer, and
recorder of vital statistics.

Also designated are
board members to serve as
the representative on the
Planning Board, Kellogg
Foundation, and Recre-
ation Committee. The town
board also appoints mem-
bers of boards of plan-
ning (5 members), zon-
ing appeals (3 members),
and assessment review (3
members). Appointments
are for three or five years,
with the terms staggered.
The planning board meets
monthly on the first Thurs-
day of the month as neces-
sary. Zoning Appeals meets
as necessary. Assessment
Review meets annually on
Grievance Day in late May
or early June. These meet-
ings are open to the public
and must be advertised.

Contact information
for elected and appointed
officials is posted on the
Franklin Local website at
https://franklinlocal. org/
local/town-officials/.

This article is reprinted from
NFR issue #3, published in the fall
of 2007. It has been updated. Look
for Part III: Budgets and Laws in
the fall issue.

Sranklin

The Newsletter of Franklin Local

Editorial Board

Ellen Curtis Helen McLean
Eugene Marner Manette Berlinger
Associate Editor: Brian Brock

Editor
Marjorie Bradley Kellogg

HAVE AN OPINION? WRITE TO US!
At: The New Franklin Register
P.O.Box 258
Franklin, NY 13775
or by email: nfr@franklinlocal.org

What are we about?

Franklin Local Ltd, the parent organization for The
New Franklin Register and the Franklin Farmers’ Market,
is a not-for-profit corporation made up of Franklin resi-
dents who volunteer their time to serve this community.

Our mission statement: to work to preserve the rural
character of Franklin, to grow the local economy, foster
community solidarity, encourage volunteerism, and raise
awareness of economic and social challenges that are
likely to result from the transiton from fossil fuels to sus-
tainable energy.

We have a number of projects that we hope to move
from idea to action:

* Local food production network

» Skills and services exchange

» EV Charging Station

* Ride sharing bulletin board and/or website
» Farm to School Program for school lunches
* Community Greenhouses

* Community Energy Production

* Community Health Network

Together, let us imagine a more energy efficient,
healthier habit of living, and put it to work here in Frank-
lin, for a brighter, more sustainable future.

PLEASE JOIN US!

For meeting times, location and

directions,as well as lots of oth-

er information about our town,
check our website:

franklinlocal.org

Printed in Norwich NY by Sun Printing, Inc.

The New Franklin Register is an independent entity

funded by our local advertisers and contributions

from interested friends. We have no granting orga-

nizations to answer to, no rich sponsors pay our tab,
and no taxpayer dollars come our way.

crew, full time (6)
crew, part time (2)
deputy highway super
deputy town clerk
deputy supervisor*
fiseal officer*
deputy financial officer
assessor
attorney
FRANKLIN VOTERS SRS
tax collector
Treadwell water commish.
dog control officer
register of vital statistics
records manage. officer®
health officer™
historian®
planning (5)

assessment review (3)

annual appointment
* non-paying

zoning appeal (3)

justice clerk

THE FRANKLIN FARMERS' MARKET HAS LOST TWO FRIENDS:

John Desiderio  Junei3, 1951 — April 15, 2021
Lurline Elizabeth (Betty) Fischer November 7, 1045 - April 28, 2021
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Coldwell Banker Timberland Properties:

Top Dog

The longtime leader in Catskill Region Real Estate
More than $900 Million in Sales since 1971

OFFICE LOCATIONS:

COLDUWELL
3998 Route 28 74 Main Street 75 Bridge Street 109 Main Street 19 Union Street BA"K@R G
BOICEVILLE DELHI MARGARETVILLE STAMFORD SIDNEY
(845) 657-4177 (607) 746-7400 (845) 586-3321 (607) 652-2220 (607) 604-4394 TIMBERLAND
PROPERTIES

Integrity/Leadership/Innovation Since 1971

TimberlandProperties.com CatskillPremier.com

RECENT REAL PROPERTY SALES IN THE TOWN OF FRANKLIN

DATE LOCATION ACRES TYPE ASSESS SALE SELLER BUYER
12/03/20 27 Church St 0.21 1 Family Res 110,000 184,000 Moon, William R Hall, Murray J
12/23/20 7107 E.Handsome Bk Rd 18.38 Rural Res 157,000 55,000 Aliperti, Louis E Peppard, John S ®)
12/28/20 6704 County Highway 21 9.78 1 Family Res 144,000 295,000 Hoyt, William R Kornfeld, John A
1/11/21 6446 E. Handsome Bk Rd 37.60 Rural Res 240,000 335,000 Lovrin, Erik McGovern, Philip T
1/25/21 Case HillRd 16.20 RuralVac>10 37,000 34,500 Cole, Robert H Novich, Bruce
1/28/21 1759 Russell Rd 2) 15.46 1 Family Res 247,000 283,000 Bucci, Michael G Todes, Sarah
1/29/21 Campbell Rd 6.29 Rural Vac<l10 19,000 17,500 Stack, Richard Tunison, Richard B
2/02/21 2804 Cty Hwy 14 19.50 Mfg Housing 65,000 74,000 D’Amato, Thomas J D’Amato, Walter ®
2/04/21 1731 Tupper Hill Rd 31.60 Rural Res 91,000 304,210 Racevskis Family Trust Serenity Lake LLC
2/08/21 StewartRd 23.41 RuralVac>10 32,000 36,000 Love & Hope Animal Sanctuary Kops, Myron S (€9)
2/10/21 Poet Hill Rd 5.18 RuralVac<l0 17,000 24,000 Lavery, Patrick C McLaughlin, John
2/11/21 611 Main St 0.51 1 Family Res 109,000 170,000 Whitbeck, Rollamarie Khan, Junaid
2/22/21 Pomeroy Rd 7.32 Rural Vac<l10 20,000 35,000 Capone, Victor ] Mavromichalis, C
2/25/21 1282 Cty Hwy 14 19.50 Rural Res 120,000 167,500 Martinez, Luis West, Emily E
3/05/21 2601 Jackson Hill Rd 35.16 Rural Res 400,000 475,000 Marrone, Robert Amato, Joseph |
3/05/21 194 Center St 0.18 1 Family Res 71,000 85,500 Sonia deFrances Family Trust Villafuerte, Rita
3/08/21 8903 St Hwy 357 ) 51.44 Rural Res 187,000 216,000 William L Butts Revocable McSwain, Michael
3/08/21 675 Finch Rd 13.80 Vac w/Imprv 47,000 86,000 McClure, David Capuano, Louis J
3/09/21 981 Carey Rd 170.10 Rural Res 182,000 399,000 Zurn, Daniel C 981 Carey Road LLC
3/15/21 5433 StHwy 28 S 7.35 1 Family Res 100,000 165,000 Fleury, Amy L Peterson, Suzanne Inez
3/18/21 1318 CampbellRd  (2) 11.983 1 Family Res 116,000 374,500 Sahraie, Nasim Docker, Nicola ®)
3/19/21 Grange Hall Rd 6.80 RuralVac<l0 19,000 23,000 Street, Judith Marzigliano, John Nuzio
3/20/21 300 Tara Ln 8.00 Mifg Housing 36,000 40,000 Amato, Salvatore Olivera, Alfred
3/23/21 716 Rich Rd 3.40 1 Family Res 43,000 110,000 Michelitsch, Anton Spampinato, Cheryl
3/23/21 201 Center St 0.36 1 Family Res 128,000 43,569 Kowatch, John Ibrahimovic, Emsud
4/19/21 4993 Cty Hwy 14 0.25 Mfg Housing 32,000 12,000 Lynch, Emilienne N Huyck, Tyler
4/19/21 1565 Tupper Hill Rd 3.01 Resw/Com 126,000 317,421 Salerno, Mark Serenity Lake House LLC
4/22/21 Douglas Hall Rd 3) 68.00 RuralVac>10 139,000 125,000 Spencer, David M Davis, Cecil II
4/29/21 173 Main St 0.35 1 Family Res 130,000 245,000 Briggs, Thomas A Townsend, Timothy C
5/05/21 318 Center St 0.31 1 Family Res 120,000 160,000 Newton, Gene Briggs, Thomas
5/10/21 1937 Gibson HillRd (2) 10.23 1 Family Res 200,000 Kelly, John M Barnard, Douglas
5/17/21 51 Bartlett Hollow Rd 3.40 1 Family Res 90,000 160,000 Peterson, John E Smith, Donald T ®

(#) Multiple parcels

(r) Related

(R) Relative



