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American Rescue Plan Act
State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

               TOWN OF FRANKLIN
Highway Department
        Pick-up truck                           62,719
        Radios                                       29,480
        Backup generator                  21,725
        Subtotal                                 113,924
Treadwell Water District
        Cedarwood report  

                CT, design & permit  
        Service Lines, plans and oversight
         Unspent                                     57,555
        Subtotal                                    80,000
Computer System
         Data backup                                 756
         Laptop                                            669
         Flatbed scanner                           398
         Subtotal                                      1,823 
Furniture
         Office chairs, five                         765
                                                          ======
Total                                               $196,512

           VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN
Water Tank
           Blauer Associates                  34,513
           Decker Advertising                    154
                                                          ======
Total                                                 $34,667

Statutory Eligible Categories

1. To respond to the COVID-19 public health emer-
gency or its negative economic impacts

2. To respond to workers performing essential work 
during the COVID-19 public health emergency by pro-
viding premium pay to eligible workers of the recipient 
that are performing such essential work, or by providing 
grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers 
who perform essential work

3. For the provision of government services, to the ex-
tent of the reduction in revenue of such recipient due to 
the COVID–19 public health emergency, relative to rev-
enues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the 
recipient prior to the emergency

4. To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or 
broadband infrastructure 

5. To provide emergency relief from natural disasters 
or the negative economic impacts of natural disasters 

6. For projects eligible under the 26 surface trans-
portation programs specified in the 2023 CAA (Surface 
Transportation projects)

7. For projects eligible under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (Title I projects)

Compliance and Reporting Guidance, State and Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds, Version 10.0

U.S. Department of the Treasury, April 2, 2025  
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Com-

pliance-and-Reporting-Guidance.pdf

tract or eminent domain, 
paying affected landown-
ers either way

The ROW would be-
come a construction zone 
for a year or so.  Afterwards, 
landowners may not plant 
trees in the ROW or build 
structures.  Periodically, it 
would be cleared of brush.

  On the ground, initial 
work would be a survey 
of the boundaries, which 
in northern climes takes 
place in late fall before the 
ground freezes.  Then in 
winter, while the ground is 

frozen, the ROW is cleared 
of trees, brush, and the oc-
casional large rock.  Con-
struction requires a contin-
uous ROW of 85 to 125 feet 
wide.  Locally, there would 
be supply yards and stag-
ing areas, which Williams 
would need to lease.  Once 
the ground thaws, survey-
ors would have to return for 
more detailed work within 
the ROW.

 Construction should be 
completed in one work sea-
son, spring to fall, but lo-
cally assembly of the pipe-
line would last only six to 
eight weeks.  The length of 
this ROW would be divided 
into four or five segments 
of 25 to 30 miles each.  As-
signed to each would be a 
crew (aka spread) of about 
260 workers.  There would 
be some jobs for residents, 
but most of the positions re-
quire particular skills.  Wil-
liams claimed that a quar-
ter of workers could be 
locally hired, or about 65.  
Also, some basic materials 
could be sourced locally.

The local headquarters 
for the segment including 
Franklin would likely again 
be in Oneonta.

Construction equip-
ment, materials, and man-
power would have to reach 
the ROW over local roads.  
Towns and counties would 
need road-use agreements 
to mitigate and repair the 
damage.  In 2016, Franklin 
town board negotiated one 
with Constitution Pipeline  
Company LLC, but that com-
pany was dissolved in 2022.

Once completed, a 
cleared, 50-foot wide ROW 

would stretch 124 miles 
from New Milford, PA to 
Wright, NY and be acces-
sible from every road it 
crosses.  In addition, there 
would be dozens of perma-
nent access roads, seven in 
Franklin alone.  Landowners 
would suffer some loss of 
privacy due to maintenance 
and inspections.  Also, 
trespassers have been 
known to use such a ROW 
for riding their ATVs and 
snowmobiles.

Permanent surface fa-
cilities within the ROW 
would include nine shut-off 
valves, ten communication 
towers, and two launcher/
receivers for the cleaner, 
one at each end.  The origi-
nal plan would have put a 
tower and a shutoff valve 
just west of Otego Road and 
south of Van Tassel.  Towers 
would be about a hundred 
feet tall, topped by a blink-
ing light.

Of greater effect would 
be one or more midstream 
compressor stations.  
Franklin, being midway 

along the route, is a likely 
site.  Because of the fierce 
opposition to them, typical-
ly these plans are revealed 
only after the pipeline is 
completed.  In an excep-
tion to the rule, the very 
similar NED Pipeline proj-
ect revealed that it would 
build a compressor station, 
gas cooler, and chemical 
processing plant above the 
village.

 The original Constitu-
tion project initially did not 
offer gas to communities 
along the pipeline.  In re-
sponse to local opposition, 
four taps were offered in 
partnership with Leather-
stocking Gas Company.  
Only one tap was sited, 
which was for the village 
of Sidney.  At the time, an-
other line to Delhi was 
being considered, which 
would have to pass through 
our town.  Franklin officials 
advocated for the longer 
route through the village 
and hamlet.

It is uncertain wheth-
er the methane supplied 
by a revived Constitution 

pipeline would reduce 
consumer costs, since the 
project is being driven by 
presidential demand rath-
er than economic demand.  
Since Constitution Pipeline 
Co. lost $354 million on its 
failed project, construction 
companies have been un-
willing to assume the risk 
of financing such projects.  
Instead, they require that 
utilities do so and then im-
pose a surcharge on users 
which increases the cost of 
the supposedly cheap gas.

For example, Williams 
Companies’ Northeast Sup-
ply Enhancement could 
bring more methane from 
Pennsylvania to New York 
City through New Jersey.  
Its $2.8 billion cost would 
burden customers through-
out Long Island, paying 
$193 million each year for 
15 years.  An investigation 
by the Institute for Energy 
Economics and Financial 
Analysis found that project-
ed wintertime shortages 
could instead be managed 
by demand reductions and 

local storage.  
Pipeline companies 

pay property taxes to 
towns, counties, and school 
districts.  However, the esti-
mates for Delaware County 
that were presented in The 
Economic Impact of the 

Constitution Pipeline by 
their contractor Center for 
Governmental Research 
lacked any comparables 
or calculations.  Last time, 
CPC awarded several 
small grants to community 
groups to build good will.

 Accidents during op-
erations are possible.  They 
are most frequent for new 
pipelines from the use of 
substandard materials or 
poor workmanship, and 
for decades-old pipelines 
from wear and ageing.  For 
now, we wait on Williams.

PIPELINE, continued from Page 1

Compressor/cooling/treatment facility for NED pipeline, 
Otego Rd, Franklin, since cancelled. 

Illegally cleared ROW, Masonville 2016

   Typical road damage from heavy use

Laying the pipe ADVERTISE 
IN YOUR HOMETOWN 

NEWSPAPER!

CONTACT
MANETTE BERLINGER

manette.berlinger@gmail.com

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-and-Reporting-Guidance.pdf
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  HAVE AN OPINION?  WRITE TO US! 
At: The New Franklin Register

P.O. Box 258
Franklin, NY 13775

or by email: nfr@franklinlocal.org

What are we about?
Franklin Local Ltd, the parent organization for The New 

Franklin Register and of the Franklin Farmers’ Market, is a 
not-for-profit corporation made up of Franklin residents.  

Our mission statement: to work to preserve the ru-
ral character of Franklin, to build the local economy, to 
encourage volunteerism, and to raise awareness of eco-
nomic  and social challenges that may result from climate 
change and the transition from fossil fuels to sustainable 
energy.  

All are welcome, to offer questions and help us answer 
them, to share thoughts and ideas, to make things happen.  

We have a number of projects that we hope to move 
from idea to action:
• Local food production network
• Skills and services exchange
• Goods exchange
• Ride sharing bulletin board and/or website
• Farm to School Program for school lunches
• Community Greenhouses
• Community Energy Production
• Community Health Network

Together, let us imagine a more energy effi-
cient, healthier habit of living, and put it to work 

here in Franklin, for a brighter, more 
sustainable future.

PLEASE JOIN US!

For meeting times, location and 
directions,as well as lots of oth-
er information about our town, 

check our website:
     
         franklinlocal.org  

The Newsletter of Franklin Local

Editorial Board
Ellen Curtis         Helen McLean          

Eugene Marner                   Manette Berlinger
Associate Editor: Brian Brock

Editor
Marjorie Bradley Kellogg

The New Franklin Register is an independent entity 
funded by our local advertisers and contributions 
from interested friends.  We have no granting orga-
nizations to answer to, no rich sponsors pay our tab, 

and no taxpayer dollars come our way.

Printed in Norwich NY by Sun Printing, Inc.

OZYMANDIAS

by Percy Bysshe Shelley 
 
I met a traveler from an antique land 
Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand, 
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown, 
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed: 
And on the pedestal these words appear: 
“My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings: 
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!” 
No thing beside remains. round the decay 
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare 
The lone and level sands stretch far away.

project follows all state, local and federal 
laws…That being said,” she continued, 
“we can look at this expansively and also 
consider the benefits at a time when ener-
gy prices are through the roof and families 
in every corner of our state are suffering 
from high bills for groceries and utilities. I 
have to look at this in a different lens and 
will continue being committed to our cli-
mate goals.  I believe in them, but also the 
realization that we need to be more open-
minded and expansive, but they will have 
to follow our laws and they know that.  I 
was very clear on this.”

 Similarly, the governor of Connecticut 
Ned Lamont has signaled an openness to 
consideration of a new pipeline after con-
versation with Secretary of Energy Chris 
Wright and Interior Secretary Doug Bur-
gum.  Not so the governor of Massachu-
setts, Maura Healey.

 Industry
The two companies that would be prin-

cipals in the project, Coterra Energy and 
Williams Companies, have expressed inter-
est and are in discussion with governmental 
agencies.  In 2020, the abandonment of the 
Constitution project cost the four partners a 
write-down of $354 million.  With a restart, 
they could recoup some of this.

Coterra sees this pipeline as a way to 
ship its gas from Susquehanna County, PA 
eastward to where prices are higher.  This 
company was formed by a merger of Ci-
marex Energy and Cabot Oil & Gas, one of 
the original partners.

Williams will try again to build the 
pipeline and profit from transporting gas 
to Wright, NY.  Currently it is working to 
revive the project.  The company plans to 
submit applications to FERC, USACE, and 
states later this year. 

 The Constitution Pipeline Company LLC 
was organized in New York in March 2012 
and terminated in November 2022.  Williams 
reapplied for this LLC in May 2025.

 While Coterra could put gas into the 
Constitution, it is not clear which com-
panies would receive the gas and what 
would be required to deliver it to them.  
Precedent agreements for the shipping of 

gas are part of the application.  However, 
Williams writes “the Constitution Pipeline, 
once in service, will secure comparable 
long-term commitments.

 Connecting pipelines at Wright, NY 
are mostly full.  Eastward, Tennessee Gas 
Pipeline 200 can run at 98% peak utiliza-
tion (76% average) at Station 249.  South-
ward, Iroquois pipeline sometimes can 
run above the rated capacity (91% aver-
age) through the Brookfield segment in 
Connecticut.  The Iroquois expansion 
through compression project, ExC, is al-
ready subscribed. 

If Williams receives the US Army Corps 
of Engineers permits and the final Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission order to 
proceed by August 2026, then it plans to 
begin construction in October 2026 and 
start shipping gas July 2027 – an ambitious 
schedule.  For example, only once FERC 
approves the application can Williams be-
gin the process of seizing easements via 
eminent domain.

 Even without Constitution, more gas 
could be coming.  From the northwest, Mil-
lennium is considering increasing capac-
ity into the metro region and New England 
at the Algonquin pipeline interconnect.  
From the south, Williams’ NESE project 
would bring more gas into Long Island.  
That is the other pipeline into New York 
that the company had abandoned but is 
reviving.

 Financing
Finally, there is the question of how a 

billion-dollar project would be financed.  
The Northeast Energy Direct project was 
abandoned by Kinder Morgan after the 
Massachusetts government was unwilling 
to allow utilities to finance the pipeline with 
a surcharge on bills to their customers. 

 People
An additional hurdle is popular op-

position and the resulting judicial delay, 
which is what sank this pipeline project 
the first time.  Republicans are trying to re-
write regulations for permitting pipelines 
to limit the opportunities for opposition 
through the courts.  Revisions were includ-
ed in the budget reconciliation legislation 
by the House but scrubbed by the Senate.

ODDS, continued from Page 11

MORE FROM BAINBRIDGE

By Frances Ruth Harris

  Students in grades 2-6 at Bainbridge-
Guilford’s Greenlawn Elementary School 
are playing a role in the decorating of the 
three mobile Little Free Library carts that 
were built and donated by the Bainbridge 
Lions Club. 

Under the direction of art teacher Col-
leen Jenkins, the plan is to have every stu-
dent contribute by painting a part of one 
of the carts. A separate cart has arrived 
at the Guilford Elementary School for stu-
dents in grades Pre-K - 1, and will be up 
and running in the fall.

The Bainbridge Lions served delicious food dur-
ing the General Clinton Canoe Regatta on May 25, 
2005.  Above, Rhonda Sterns takes orders. 

               Photo by the author
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visit us at one
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BUYING OR SELLING
Thinking of

in !e Catskis?
We're happy to assist you in exploring our area

and discovering the home of your dreams!

doesn’t matter the season, we are
the top dogs in catskill real estate!
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